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The Offices of the Commercial Intelligence Branch of the 
Board of Trade are at 73, Basinghall Street, London, E.C. — 
registered telegraphic address, “ Advantage, London ; Tes Code, 5th 
Edition A.B.C.; telephone number, 12807 Central. A statement 
of the objects and work of the Branch will be found on p. 547. 


Attention is directed to the Sample Room at the above address, 
the latest additions to which are the following :— 





Reference in “ Board 


of Trade Journal,” 
Samples. 








Date. Page. 





Cotton Prints of Spanish origin sold at Adrianople 10th Sept. 1908 | 532 
Braces of French make, and Hinge, Knife and Fork of 
American make, sold in Bahia ... wed oon “ime « 
Ramie Fabrics woven in Wuchang .. , ee i 
Rope and Twine manufactured from the Caranday Palm | 

in Argentina.. .;, 16th July _s,, 
Shelf Hardware of American make ‘sold in “Canada ae ie a 107 
Polishing Grass from Antung sie eee ose ose | ‘oh - 139 
Antimony refined at Wuchow | 2nd ,, 35 
Cigar and Cigarette Holders made from Coquilho Nuts 

grown in Brazil 25th June 662 
Bolts and Wire- cutting ‘Pincers of German ‘make, ‘sold in 

Yokohama ... he ane eae cea ie 491 
Native-made Woollens from Konia.. ...| 28th May 467 
Paper Pulp manufactured in Trinidad from “« Megass ” = - | 471 
Coffee produced in Angola ... oe ove eee oe | Zist | 419 


| 
| 
a 








Trade Enquiry Offices have been established at 73, Basinghall 
Street, H.C., by the Governments of India, the Dominion of Canada 
and Queensland. Statements of the objects and work of these 
Offices, and of other Colonial Enquiry Offices, will be found on 
pp. 547-8. | 


OPENINGS FOR BRITISH TRADE, 


CANADA. 
The following commercial enquiries have been received at the 
Offices of the High Commissioner for Canada, 17, 
Victoria Street, London, S.W., whence further 
information regarding them may be obtained :— 


HOME ENQUIRIES. 
Enquiry has been made by a London firm for the names of some 
reliable Canadian exporters of beans, whole peas and split peas, for 
which they have a market in South Africa. 





Commercial 
Enquiries. 
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CANADA—continued. 


A London firm dealing in oils, grease and lubricators are prepared 
to appoint representatives in Canada. 

A firm of merchants in London desire to open up business con- 
nections with Canadian exporters of hides and skins, horns, bones, 
hoofs, tallow, greases, woodflour or woodmeal, hog hair, cow hair, 
wool, mica, fish oils, and manures. 

A firm in North Wales desire to get into touch with Canadian 
shippers of oats suitable for seed (particularly Sparrowbill oats). 

A Scottish firm make enquiry for the names of Canadian shippers 
of split peas. 

Enquiry has been received from an importer of Colonial produce 
in Lancashire for the names of Canadian exporters of apples. 

A London firm of cement manufacturers desire to increase their 
business connections in Canada, and are also prepared to appoint 
agents there to represent them. 

Enquiry has been received from a London firm manufacturing 
felt and slag wool for the names of persons in some Canadian towns, 
other than Toronto and Halifax, who might be prepared to under- 
take their representation. 

A Lancashire correspondent who is the patentee of a baling press 
for pressing cotton, jute, wool, hay, straw, &c., into bales of light 
or great density, desires to hear from interested persons in Canada. 


CANADIAN ENQUIRIES. 

A British Columbia firm are desirous of forming connections 
with a first-class firm of manufacturers of English chicory, with ‘a 
view to their representation in that Province. 

Enquiry has been made by a wholesale firm of paper dealers in 
New Brunswick for the names of United Kingdom manufacturers 
of pure and imitation parchment paper, of which they are prepared 
to import large quantities. | 


Note——For further information regarding any of the above, 
application should be made to the High Commissioner for Canada, 
17, Victoria Street, S.W. 


* # * * 


The following commercial enquiries have been received at the 
Canadian Government City Trade Branch, 73, Basinghall Street, E.C., 
whence further information regarding them may be obtained :— 


HOME ENQUIRIES. 
A manufacturer of indelible marking ink, used by the laundry 
trade, wishes to appoint a resident buying agent in Canada. 
A London firm handling drugs, spices, shellac, drysalteries, and 
similar goods would like to hear from Canadian firms willing to 
entertain this class of business on commission. 
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CANADA—continued. 


A Scotch firm manufacturing hessian, canvas, jute sacks, and bags, 
and other classes of jute and flax goods, are prepared to appoint 
suitable Canadian resident agents. 

A firm of Scotch whisky distillers seek Canadian resident agents. 

A company manufacturiny fire extinguishing apparatus wish to 
appoint Canadian resident buying agents. 


CANADIAN ENQUIRIES. 
A firm of manufacturers’ agents in Montreal would like to repre- 
sent manufacturers of pipes and smokers’ outfits. 
A firm in Montreal are willing to represent United Kingdom 
manufacturers of saddlery, sporting goods, and automobile supplies. 


Note.—-For further information regarding any of the above, 
application should be made to the Canadian Government City Trade 
Branch, 73, Basinghall Street, E.C. 





QUEENSLAND. 


The following enquiry has been received at the Office of the Agent- 
—_— General for Queensland (Commercial Enquiry 
wn. fee Branch), 73, Basinghall Street, London, E.C., 


Queensland whence further information regarding it may 
Importers of be obtained :— 
se tr and Shoe A Northampton firm of leather and shoe 
Manufacturers manufacturers’ supplies desire to get into 
Supplies. communication with Queensland importers of 
such goods. 





CAPE COLONY: 


The “Cape of Good Hope Government Gazette” of the 18th 

August announces a call for tenders by the 

Paper. Cape Government Railways for the supply of 

writing and printing paper, &c. Tenders will 

be received by the Agent-General for the Colony, London, and by 

the Chairman of the Tender Board, Cape Town, up to noon on 
the 7th October. 

Forms of tender and samples of paper and cardboard may 
be obtained at the Agent-General’s Office, 100, Victoria Street, 
London, 8.W., and at the Railway Stores, Cape Town. Copies 
of the conditions, &c., have been received from the Cape Town 
Correspondent of the Board of Trade (Mr. E. J. Cattell) and may 
be consulted by British manufacturers interested on application 
at the Commercial Intelligence Branch of the Board of Trade, 
73, Basinghall Street, E.C. 
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EGYPT: 


H.M. Consul at Cairo (Mr. A. D. Alban) has forwarded a copy of 

Sheet Steel the conditions of tender, with drawings, &c., 
Sional Mast referring to a call for tenders by the Egyptian 

oii ice Administration of Ports and Lighthouses, for 
the supply and erection of a sheet steel (téle d’acier) signal-mast at 
Kamarieh (Alexandria). Tenders must be accompanied by a 
stamped paper of 30 milliémes (obtainable from Lieut.-Colonel 
Western, C.M.G., Queen Anne’s Chambers, Broadway, Westminster, 
S.W.), and enclosed in two envelopes, the inner bearing the in- 
scription ‘Tender for the Supply and Erection of a Signal-mast 
at Kamarieh,” and the other addressed to the Director-General of 
Ports and Lighthouses, Alexandria, whom they should reach by 
midday on the 8rd November. A deposit of £H30 will be 
required to qualify any tender. 

The conditions of tender (cahier des charges) and drawings may 
be obtained at the Directorate-General of Ports and Lighthouses, 
Alexandria, on payment of 25 Turkish piastres (about 4s. 6d.). 
Copies may be examined by British makers on application at the 
Commercial Intelligence Branch of the Board of Trade, 73, Basing- 
hall Street, London, E.C. 


The London Agent for the Egyptian War Office (Lieut.-Col. J. H. 
Western, ©.M.G., Queen Anne’s Chambers, 
Coconut Oil. Broadway, Westminster, S.W.) notifies that the 
Department are calling for tenders for the 
supply of 100 tons of coconut oil, to be delivered from January to 
March, 1909. 'I'enders must be submitted to the Financial 
Secretary, War Office, Cairo, before noon on the 14th October, and 
must be accompanied by a sample of not less than 1 lb. of the oil 
offered, with particulars of the country of origin, &c., and name of 
the manufacturer. A deposit equal to 5 per cent. of the amount 
of the tender will be required, to be raised by the successful com- 
petitor to 10 per cent. 
A copy of the conditions may be examined by British traders 
interested on application at the Commercial Intelligence Branch of 
the Board of Trade, 73, Basinghall Street, London, E.C. 


The Egyptian “ Journal Officiel” of 22nd August announces a 
Takk Geter and call for tenders for the supply and erection of 
Bride lock gates and a lifting bridge for the new 
Be. regulator and locks on the Rayah Behera, at 
Khatatba, kilo. 41°65. Further particulars may be obtained, and 
drawings consulted, at the office of the Inspector of Irrigation, 
Third Circle, Alexandria, to whom tenders (on stamped paper, 
obtainable from Lieut.-Col. Western, as above) are to be sent by 
11 am. on the 14th October, in sealed envelopes bearing the 
inscription, “‘ Tender for Lock Gates and Bridge, -Rayah Behera.” 
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NORWAY: 


H.M. Consul at Christiania (Mr. F. E. Drummond-Hay, M.V.O.) 

reports that the Norwegian Naval Authorities 

Linoleum. have issued a call for tenders* for the supply of 

1,350 metres of linoleum. Tenders are to be 

marked ‘‘Anbud paa Linoleum” and are to be delivered to 

Marinens Intendantur, Horten, by 1 p.m. on the 18th September. 

Copies of the conditions and specification (in Norwegian) may 

be examined by British makers on application at the Commercial 

Intelligence Branch of the Board of Trade, 73, Basinghall Street, 
London, E.C. 





DENMARK. 


The Acting British Consul at Copenhagen (Mr. C. H. Funch, 

M.V.O.) writes to the effect that the Copen- 
Cast-iron Pipes. hagen Lighting Department invite tenders up 

to mid-day on the 19th September for the 
supply of 700 cast-iron pipes of 20-inch diameter and 280 cast- 
iron pipes of 15-inch diameter. Tenders, marked ‘“ Tilbud paa 
Levering af Stébejerns Ror,” should be addressed to ‘ Direktéron 
for Belysningsviisenet, Raadhuset, Copenhagen.” 

Copies of the conditions and specifications (in Danish) may be 
seen by British makers on application at the Commercial 
Intelligence Branch of the Board of Trade, 73, Basinghall Street, 
E.C. 





MADAGASCAR: 


The following notes on certain imports into Madagascar have 
been received from H.M. Consul at Antananarivo (Mr. T. P. 
Porter). He observes that openings for British trade in 
Madagascar are very few, the application of the general tariff 
effectually excluding nearly all British or Indian piece-goods, and 
rendering extremely difficult competition with French manu- 
facturers in other commodities. Government contracts are confined 
to French firms and invariably stipulate for the supply of French 
goods. 


Coal is obtained chiefly from the United Kingdom, the quantities 

imported from that country during the past 

Coal. three years (1905--7) amounting to 5,240 tons, 
13,770 tons and 15,562 tons respectively. 





* Apart from the usual Customs duties, a preference of from 10 to 15 per cent. is 
given to Norwegian manufacturers. In all cases of Norwegian Government con- 
tracts it is obligatory that a resident agent should act for tenderers not residing in 
Norway, and be responsible to the Government, but it is not necessary for the 
agent to be a Norwegian firm, 
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MADAGASCAR— continued. 


Galvanised iron roofing of British manufacture continues to be 
; extensively employed, the imports for the 
Gusventiet: Enews; past three vekes ariounting to 7 tons, 493 
oop Coates. tons and 4:30 tons respectively. The lengths 
most in demand are from 7 to 10 feet. 
- Tin plates are always in demand, the price in Antananarivo 
being 21. per case. 


Door furniture, rim locks, padlocks, hinges, bolts and fastenings, 

. also iron and brass screws of British make, 

OO TUrEEe; could favourably compete with those of French 

enews. manufacture. There is always a_ limited 

demand for this class of ironmongery, and, both in quality and 

design, such articles of British make would be better adapted 

to the local requirements. ‘I'he import duty on locksmith’s wares 
is 6s. per cwt. 

British-made tools, although preferred to those of French manu- 

facture, are rarely obtainable. There is no 

Tools. reason why the former should not be imported, 

the duty on tools (of steel or iron tipped with 

steel) being ld. per lb. Customs returns show that 241 tons of 

tools was imported into Madagascar in 1906 and 176 tons in 1907. 


A trade might also be developed in paints and oils, of which about 
Be .,. 200 tons is imported annually. Were British 
Paints nd Oils; paints always obtainabie, there is no doubt 

Varnish ane that their superior quality would lead to their 

curpeasene. more general use. The chief demand is for 
white lead and white zinc, but green, red, blue and black paints 
are also used in lesser quantities. Packing should be in tins of 
10 kilos. Varnish, linseed oil, raw oil and turpentine also find a 
limited market in Madagascar. 


There is a demand for whisky of good quality, which is 
Whisky being increasingly used by French residents. 





FRENCH INDO-CHINA. 


The following information respecting certain items of the 
import trade of French Indo-China has been received from H.M. 
Consul at Hanoi (Mr. T. F. Carlisle) :— 

Cotton tissues, which form the principal clothing of the entire 
native population, are always the largest item 
Cotton Tissues. in the list of imports. Like most of the 
principal imports they show a marked increase 
in 1907 owing to the increased purchasing power of the people 
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FRENCH INDO-CHINA—continued. 


brought about by the bountiful rice harvest and large export of 
rice. 85 per cent. of them are of French origin. Of the total 
import, valued at 1,128,541/. in 1907, 1,009,516/. worth was for 
immediate use in the colony, the remainder being for transit or 
transhipment or in bond. Of this amount 865,876/. worth came 
from France, 68,653/1. from French Colonies, 21,642/. from the 
United Kingdom, 21,206/. from Singapore, 13,2811. from Hong 
Kong, and the rest from other countries. The import from the 
United Kingdom is mostly of printed goods. About three- 
fourths of the entire import comes to Saigon. 


Iron and steel imports in 1907 were valued at 366,9071. Most of 

the import was for railway construction and 

Iron and Steel. other public works, and it is not surprising, 

therefore, to find that it was mainly french ; 

335,6381. worth in fact came from France, 14,1891. from Hong Kong, 
9,6131. from the United Kingdom, and 5,022/. from Singapore. 


The total import of machinery in 1907 was valued at 254,8191. 
Of this 183,824/. came from France, 12,7421. 
Machinery. from the United Kingdom, 9,884/. from 
Germany, 7,603/. from the United States, and 

6,392/. from Hong Kong. 


Of the coal imported by far the greatest part (probably some 

78,000 tons out of the 99,809 tons) was 

Coal. Japanese. Over 30,000 tons of Japanese coal 

came for the works at the Hongay coal mines, 

where it is mixed with the local coal to form briquettes. The 

import includes 36,672 tons of briquettes; these were mainly 
Japanese. See also pp. 510-11. 





SPAIN. 


The “ Gaceta de Madrid” of the 5th September notifies that Don 
Manuel Vegas y Martinez has applied to the 
weet Plant. “ Direccién general de Obras pfblicas,” Madrid, 
for a concession for the construction of a railway 
liasin Chillén, on the Madrid-Badajoz railway, to Logrosin, and 
that a period of sixty days subsequent to the date of the “‘ Gaceta ” 
is allowed for the presentation of competing offers at the above- 
named ‘ Direccién.” 


The British Vice-Consul at Gijon (Mr. A. Lovelace) writes :— 
“The attention of manufacturers of mining 
and other machinery should be called to 
this district as affording a likely market for 
. their productions. Germany is now the prin- 


Mining and 
Agricultural 
Machinery. 
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cipal supplier of this class of machinery. . . . The mining 
industry will, in the next few years, undoubtedly take large 
strides, as the facilities for shipment and transport are rapidly 
improving. The manufacturers of agricultural implements should 
also direct their attention to this district and learn what their 
American and Belgian competitors are supplying to the Asturian 
farmers in the way of ploughs, &c.” 

See also the article on p. 536, giving particulars of the 
agricultural conditions and the prospects of trade in agricultural 
machinery in the neighbourhood of Villagarcia and Carril. 





TURKEY. 


H.M. Consul-General at Constantinople (Mr. H. C. A. Eyres) 
reports that the Turkish Ministry of Forests, 
for Si Mines and Agriculture will sell by auction a 
or Silver-lead . err "3 . 
er teat ninety-nine years concession for a silver-lead 
and zinc mine at the village of Kemur Dur in 
the Sidikeui commune of the Aidian vilayet (Smyrna district), 
Offers will be received up to 26th November next, and should be 
made to the Ministry of Forests, Mines and Agriculture, at Con- 
stantinople, or to the Vilayet authorities at Smyrna. Particulars 
are obtainable from the same quarters. 


Sale of Concession 





PARAGUAY. 


The “ Diario Oficial” of the 7th July publishes a decree granting 
certain facilities to works that may be established 
Pent Or in Paraguay for the production of meat extracts 
manufacturing = and preserves. Until 3lst December, 1935, 
Meat Extracts = such works will be allowed to import free of 
andl Srespeves. duty machinery and other appliances, receptacles 
for packing purposes, machines for making such receptacles, coal, 
and cattle from the Argentine Republic and from the State of 
Matto Grosso, Brazil. The products and sub-products of the 
industry will be exempt from export duty. 





SWEDISH MINING PROPERTIES.—CAUTION TO 
INVESTORS. 


Information having been received at the Board of Trade from a 
trustworthy source with reference to certain Swedish mining 
properties, said to be in the market, further particulars will be 
communicated, in confidence, to British firms interested on per- 
sonal application at the Commercial Intelligence Branch of the 
Board of Trade, No. 73, Basinghall Street, London, E.C., at the 
discretion of the Director. 











Sept. 10, 1908 ] THE BOARD OF TRADE JOURNAL. 509 


, 








EXHIBITION, 
JAPAN: 


With reference to the notice on p. 170 of the “ Board of Trade 
Tok; Journal” of the 23rd April last, and to previous 
okio ; ; : nee 
International 2°*#ees» Tespecting the International Exhibition 
Exhibition of to be held at Tokio from the Ist April to the 
1912 38lst October, 1912, it may be of interest to 
: note that, according to regulations published in 
the Japanese “Official Gazette,” the articles to be exhibited are 
classified under the following departments :—Education, science, 
fine arts, fine art industries, agriculture, horticulture, cattle-breed- 
ing, sericulture, forestry, &c., aquatic products, food and beverages, 
mineralogy and metallurgy, chemical industry, dyeing industry, 
manufacturing industry, architecture, &c., machinery and ships, 
electricity, civil engineering and transportation, economics and 
hygiene, Army and Navy. 





BRITISH TRADE ABRCAD. 


Russia —The Acting British Consul at St. Petersburg (Mr. C. H. 
Mackie), in his report on the trade of that district for the year 
1907 (foreign Office, Annual Series, No. 4110), states that the total 
of the European export trade of Russia to the United Kingdom 
in 1907, as valued by the Russian Customs Department, amounted 
to 24,081,052/., as compared with 23,728,526/. in the year 1906, 
showing an increase of 352,526/., and constituted 23 per cent. of 
the total exports to all countries. There was an increased exporta- 
tion of maize, butter, eggs, timber goods, rape seed, flax, codilla 
and tow, hemp, hemp tow, bristles, manganese ore, platinum, 
naphtha and products, and other raw and _half-manufactured 
materials and manufactured articles. Tne value of the imports 
into Russia from the United Kingdom during the same period 
amounted to 12,029,894/. as compared with 11,040,000/. in the 
preceding year, showing an increase of 989,894/., and constituted 
16:4 per cent. of the total imports from all countries. The 
articles imported in increased quantities from the United Kingdom 
in 1907 as compared with 1906 were cotton yarn, spices, rice, 
wool (raw), dye-stuffs and paints, gold, silver and platinum (manu- 
factured), cast iron (worked), iron and steel, assorted tin bars and 
sheets, lead in pigs, sheets and rolls, &c., zinc bars and sheets, 
machinery and parts, agricultural machinery, chemical and phar- 
maceutical products, woollen manufactures, and railway and tram 
cars. 

Mr. Mackie adds that certain goods of Irish production are 
imported, both directly and indirectly, into Russia, such as lace, 
linens, poplin, wool, tweeds, serges and other woollen manufac- 
tures, whisky, porter, fish and biscuits; the sale of goods of these 
descriptions in Russia might, he thinks, be considerably extended 
by the employment of agents or commercial travellers. 
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French Indo-China.—The following information respecting the 
foreign trade of French Indo-China has been received from H.M. 
Consul at Hanoi (Mr. T. F. Carlisle) :— 

The French share in the import trade of French Indo-China in 
1907 amounted to 47 per cent. of the total, and in 1906 to 49 per 
cent., while the imports from Hong Kong during the same periods 
amounted to 27 and 24 per cent. respectively, and those from other 
ports and countries of the East to 20 and 22 per cent. respectively, 
It will, of course, be remembered that the imports from Hong 
Kong, as from Singapore, consist partly of European goods, but it 
is impossible to ascertain the countries from which such goods 
originated. 

‘In view of the fact that Indo-China is a French colony,” Mr, 
Carlisle continues, ‘governed by French officials, and containing 
a population of several thousand French people with comparatively 
few other Europeans, it is natural that there should be a large 
demand for French goods. But that the preponderance should be 
so overwhélming is, of course, due to the severe import duties 
levied on foreign goods. The full extent of this preponderance of 
French imports does not at first sight appear from the percentages 
just given. France has less than 50 per cent. of the total import. 
This does not mean, however, that Europe is able to compete for 
the other 50 per cent. Much of the import consists of the natural 
products of the neighbouring countries, which it is impossible for 
the Western nations to supply. Such are opium from Yunnan and 
India; fruits and seeds from China and the Straits; animal pro- 
ducts (meat, hides, raw silk, edible birds’ nests, dried fish, live 
sheep, &c.) from China and Siam; raw cotton, beetle nut, fresh 
vegetables and many other articles. Again, there is a long list of 
articles of purely native use manufactured in China, in the produc- 
tion of which foreigners can hardly hope to compete, such as 
Chinese medicines, pottery, silk garments, paper, shoes, fire- 
crackers, mats, &c. Again, to arrive at an idea of the proportion 
of the import trade left open to the enterprise of European manu- 
facturers it would be necessary to eliminate from the total the value 
of the gunny bags from British India (537,000/. in 1907), gold 
leaf (390,0001.), kerosene oil from the United States and Nether- 
lands India (690,000/.), and tin from Yunnan (640,000/.). If 
deduction were made of all these and similar items it would be 
seen that France’s share in the goods capable of being supplied by 
Europe is indeed overwhelming, and this is borne out when we 
consider the various items of the import trade separately. Thus in- 
1907 of the value of machinery imported over 81 per cent. was 
French, of cotton tissues 85 per cent., of iron and steel 90 per cent., 
and of liquors 92 per cent. , 

“ Although a large part of the foreign commerce of French 
Indo-China is carried on through our colonies of Hong Kong and 








Sept. 10, 1908. ] THE BOARD OF TRADE JOURNAL. oll 





British Trade Abroad. 





Singapore, there is but little business done between Indo-China 
and meichants in the United Kingdom, and the amount of goods 
of British manutacture that are sold in Indo-China is comparatively 
small. It does not appear probable that the amount of our imports 
will appreciably increase as lung as the heavy tariffs which protect 
French imported goods remain in force, It is clear that France 
has succeeded in reserving for her home merchants something not 
far short of a monopoly of the market for European goods in this 
colony. But, viewed from another aspect, the trade of Indo-China 
is worthy of our attention. The fact that so great a portion of it 
is in fact carried on with our Eastern possessions is one that we 
cannot lose sight of. India sends raw cotton, cotton yarns, and 
gunny bags. Hong Kong and Singapore between them had in 
1906 over 34 per cent. and in 1907 over 42 per cent. of the total 
trade (imports and exports combined), and it is evident that a not 
inconsiderable contribution to their commerce and _ prosperity 
(especially in the case of Hong Kony) was supplied to them by 
Indo-China. Further, we see from the shipping returns that a 
large and apparently increasing proportion of the trade is carried 
in British vessels. From these points of view, therefore, the 
progress and wellbeing of the French Far Eastern colony must be 
of considerable material interest to us.” 
See also pp. 906-7. 





FOREIGN TRADE OF THE UNITED KINGDOM IN 
AUGUST, 1908.* 
I.—GENERAL. 

The trade returns for August, 1908, when compared with those 
for the corresponding month of 1907, show decreases in the value 
of the Imports into the United Kingdom, and also in the value of 
the Exports, both of the Produce and Manufactures of the United 
Kivgdom and of Foreign and Colonial Merchandise. 

The value of the Imports in August, 1908, was 42,746,0511., 
a decrease of 6,544,596/., or 13°6 per cent., as compared with 
August, 1907, whilst the total Exports amounted to 37,162,3831., 
or a decrease of 7,509,862/. The Exports of the Produce and 
Manufactures of the United Kingdom alone show a decrease of 
7,012,368/., or 18°8 per cent., as compared with August, 1907, 
whilst there is a decrease of 547,494/., or 7°4 per cent., in the 
Exports of Foreign and Colonial Merchandise. 

II.—IMPORTS. 

The following table shows the value of the Imports for August, 
1908, as compared with the corresponding months of 1907 and 
1906, according to the different ‘categories of merchandise :— 





* Reference should be made to the article on “ Changes in the Monthly Trade Accounts for 1908,’* 
which appeared on pp. 323-31 of the “ Board of Trade Journal” for 13th February, 1908, for 
information as t2 the changes that have been made in these accounts. 
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Foreign Trade of the United Kingdom in August, 1908. 








Imports of Foreign and Colonial Merchandise.* 























































































































Increase 
Month ended 31st Ausust. or (+) eeu -y (+) 
enananp Dames (—) Decrease (=) 
eatin in 1908 
as compa as compare 
1906. 1907. 1908, with 1907. with Teo. 
I.—Food, Drink, and Tobacco— £ £ £ £ £ 
A. Grain and flou 6,306,507 | 6,823,121 | 5 069,601 | — 1,762,520 | — 1,245,906 
B. Meat, indiading animals for food.| 4,659,083 | 5,109,253 | 3,863,986 | — 1,245,267 | — '795°097 
O. Other food and drink— 4 
l. Non-dutiable one eee 6,191,457 | 5,798,367 | 5,463,518 | —  334,849| — 727,939 
2. Dutiable eee eee -| 3,740,971 | 3,710,956 | 3,522,893| — 1§$,063) — 218,078 
D. Tobacco ove eee 486,623 330,227 460,187 | + 129,960) — 26,436 
Total, Class I, eee £)21,384.641 21,771,924 |18.371,185 | — 3,400,739 | — 3,013,456 
II.—Raw Materials and Articles! 
Mainly Unmanufactured— 
A. Coal, coke, and manufactured fuel 3,486 44 100 | + 56|— 3,386 
B. Iron. ore, scrap iron, and steel . 593,921 676,026 | 374, 240 | — 301,786| — 219,681 
OC. Other metallic ores... ... . 762,461 | 941,501 | 752,845 | — 188,656;— 9,616 
D. Wood and timber ... asin .| 3,989,838 | 3,373,487 2,869,446) — 504,041 | — 1,120,362 
E. Cotton ba ea wa 1,141,833 1.505 ‘089 | 1,310,837 | — 194,252/' + 169,004 
F. Wool . 1,408,620 1,244, 068 | 1533, 416 + 289,348 | 4+ 124,796 
G. Other textile materials 678,944 | 880,635 | 693,172; — 187,463) + 14,228 
H. Oil seeds, nuts, oils, fats, and 
.| 2,243,061 | 2,952,022 | 2,596.705' — 445,317) + 263,644 
I. Fides 2 and undressed skins 1,020,995 869.82 | 829,413 — 40,479 | — 191,582 
J. Materials for paper making | 340,421) 346,944 | | 406 642 | + (59,698; + 66,221 
K. Miscellaneous a whe 1,825,878 | 1,919,306 | | 1,591,128 | — 328,178 | — 234,750 
Total, ClassII. ... $)14.099.458 | 14.709 O14 12. 867.944 | — 1,841,070 | — 1,141,514 
III.—Articles Wholly or Mainly | 
Manufactured— | 
A. Iron and steel and manufactures 
thereof - 641,331 600,455 446,919) — 53,5386 | — 94,412 
B, Other metals and manufactures | 
thereof = .| 2,364,449 | 2,452,480 | 1,998,796 | — 433,684) — 365,653 
©. Cutlery, hardware, implements | 
(except machine tools) and in- 
struments ... 306,603 $12,279; 261,317) — 50,962; — 45,286 
BD. Electrical goods and apparatus | | 
(other than machinery and tele- | 
2. and nae atid 101,926 104,245 110,606 | + 6,361 | + 8,680 
‘“ .-| 463,673 | 456.751 | 293,374 — 163,377| — 170,299 
z. Ships a Me = 942 2,788 | 4,233 | + 1,445) + 3,29) 
4+. Manufactures of. "wood and | 
timber (including furniture) 171,256; 152515; 141,588| — 10927} — 29,668 
YW. Yarns and textile enact | 
1. Cotton... os. w-| 828,394! 829.152) 829,567) + 415/ + 1,178 
2. Wool «+-| 1,055,768 921,760 767,987 — J53,773| — 287,781 
3. Other materials 1,620,700 | 1,644,533 1,410,158; — 234,575| — 210,542 
I. Apparel wee = we | = 417,830} 361,764) 342,060! — 19,704] — 75,770 
J. Chemicals, drugs, dyes and | | 
colours 856,982 | 951,363) 826,060) — 125,303| — 30,922 
K. Leatherand manufactures thereof 
(including gloves, but excluding 
boots and shoes) ...  ... «| 1,118,491 | 835,355 | 1,018,286/ + 182931; — 100,205 
_.L. Earthenware and tes , 360,380 325.418 287,717 | — 37,791 | — 72.663 
‘M. Paper... vee owe] 471,462 | 441978] 460,037! + 15,059) — 11,425 
IN. Miscellaneous... .. «| 2,484,677 2,249,113 | 2,037 400 | — 211,713| — 447,277 
Total, ClassIII. ... £/13,264,864 12.621,949 i 338,105 | — 1. 285,844 | — 1,928,759 
d Unclassi- 
IV. eee ta tee Parcel Post) £| 230,174 | 187,560 170,817 16, 5743, | —  §9,357 





* The values of the =, represent the cost, insurance, and freight; or when | goods are are 
consigned for sale, the latest sale value of such goods. 


Comparing the values of the imports of articles last month with 
those of August, 1907, the chief increases and decreases are as 
fo'low :— 
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Foreign Trade of the United Kingdom in August, 1908. 














Increases. 
£ & 
A. Barley... «. 63,285 E (Steel, ingots, 
12¢ Butter... ... .. 190,524 . blooms, billets &c. 62,353 
D. Tobacco, unmanu- IIT. 4” Copper, unwrought 
factured ... 113,786 | - a 160,754 
F, Sheep or lambs’ (K. Leather 161,060 
ll wool .. . 316,464 
‘)G@. Jute .. 105,740 
I. Seal skins, undressed 62,296 
Decreases. 
£ £ 
C ( Wheat . ous 968,372 ‘B. Ironore . 297,959 
| Wheat meal and c. Tin ore.. 75,091 
; flour .. 103,421 D. Wood, saw nor ‘split 502.312 
| A. < Oats . 62,657 E. Cotton, raw.. 194,252 
Maize ... 592,933 Hemp, ‘dressed and 
Rice, exclusive of G. undressed ... 187,021 
| rice meal.. 72,316 Silk, raw 65,882 
Cattle ... ... «. 160,835 ( Tallow and stear- 
Beef, fresh (in- Il. a 111,545 
cluding refrig- *) H. < Gums: lac-dye, 
erated & frozen) 345,473 | seedlac,&c. ... 58,909 
L< B. < Mutton, fresh (in- | Rosin ei abe: ORG 
cluding refrig- (Skins, sheep, un- 
erated & frozen) 150,570 ; | dressed ; 79,155 
Bacon ... ... ... 319,943 I, < Furs, undressed 
Hams ... «. ... 176,403 | (other than seal 
Cheese ... , 270,934 skin) .. oe 
On \ Eggs oo «a. ane | K, Caoutchouc ond 199,542 
| *') Fish. cured or | (Copper, regulus 
salted... 75,352 and precipitate. 165,104 
| Sugar, refined, and a | Lead, pig and 
\ C2 sugar candy . 213,125 :  @eeh..: sos. occ Oe 
re l Wine 54,461 | III. < | Tin, in blocks, in- 
gots, bars or slabs 316,964 
E. Machinery ... ... 163,377 
Hs, Silk manufactures 
4 of all sorts . 161,414 








The following instances of increase in value combined with 
decrease in quantity, or vice versé, may be noted, viz.:— ~ 








Increase. Decrease. 
e? Beef, salted... _ : £3,922 634 cwt. 
(Fish, fresh, not of British 
| taking £3,911 oes 5,538 ,, 
1.4 ci, <{ Nuts, ae than almonds, 
| used as fiuit.. ee 4,499 cwt.... £1,419 
| Pepper ... . 295,488 lb, £1,183 
(C2.  Cocoa,raw  .. - 601,089 ,, ... £11,707 
{ D. Wceod, hewn 77,510 loads... £14,433 
| E. Cotton, raw o6e 14,692 cwt. ... £194,252 
1 j G. Flax, tow or codilla oe Il tons... £6,375 
Is Petroleum 1,386,117 galls.... £11,598 
Turpentine... 28,712 cwt. ... £13,422 
K, Ivory, teeth, elephants’, ke. . Li: sec, Se 
» | Lead, pig and sheet 2,562 tons... £66,491 
MW | Zinc, crude, in cakes ... be 553 ,, ... £5,995 
°}) oC. Clocks ... enn coe 44.949 number £3,180 
I Boots and shoes _ 607 doz. pairs £9,079 


III.— EXPORTS. 
The following table shows the value of the Exports of produce 
and manufactures of the United Kingdom for the month of August, 
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1908, as compared with the corresponding months of 1907 and 
1906, and the increase or decrease in each principal category :— 
Exports of Produce and Manufactures of the United Kingdom.* — 



















































































Increase (+-)| Increase (+) 
Month ended 31st August. or +) ) iti 
———- (—)| Decrease (—) 
on oe a, ee n 1908 in 1908 
| as compared as compared 
1906. | 1907. | 1908. with 1907. with 1906. 
I. haba Drink, and Tobacco— £ £ £ £ 
A. Grain and flour his 202,417 283,185 306,155, + 22,970; + 103,738 
B. Meat, including animals for food 136,488 125,532 91,623; —  33,909|— 44,865 
C. Other foodand drink .... 1,542,861 | 1,825,355 | 1,645,586 | — 179,769] + 102,725 
. Tobacco bee eee oe 79,543 106,264 109,030 } + 2,766 | + 29,487 
Total, Class I. £\ 1,961,309 | 2,340,336 | 2,152,394) — 187,942 | + 191, 085 _ 
II.—Raw Materials and Articles: | | | | 
Mainly Unmanufactured— 
A. Coal, coke and m inufactured fuel! 2,857, 243 3,784,870 | 3,415,458 | — 369, £13 | | + 558,215 
B. Iron ore, scrap iron and steel . 45,718 | 38,220 43,490 | + 5,270 | — 12,228. 
0, Other metallic ores... li, ‘970 | 17,172 7,678 | — 9, 494 — 10,292 
= pte and timber ... 6, 731 | 10,484 12,815 | + 2,331 | + 6,084 
. tton eee eee os — aaa — 
F. Wool . een ose 219,237 350,203 283,051 | — 67 152 | + 63,814 
G. Other textile materials | 19,129} 12,335 17,040; + 4.705'— 2089 
H. Oil-seeds, nuts, oils, fats and 
ms.. 230,097 283,649 225,001 | — 58,648 | — 5,096. 
I. Hides and undressed skins 163.907 | 101,975 104,485 | + 2,510; — 59,422 
J. Materials for paper — 58,284 | 59,101 48,755 | — 10,346 — 9,529 
K. Miscellaneous sds 145,619 | | 202,544 148, 762 | |— $3,782) + 3,143 
Total, Class ITI. £) 3,773,935 | | 4,860, 553 | 4, 306, 385 |}— 554.018 | + 532,600 
III.—Articles Wholly or Mainly | | | 
Manufactured— | | 
A. Iron and steel and manufactures, | 
thereof ... ws. Siw. sss. 8,568,611 | 3,984,396 | 2,946,659 | — 1,037,737) — 621,952 
B. Other metals and manufactures 
ne 9a” oe Faas ..-| 911,776! 882,006) 641,131} — 240,875| — 270,645 
C. Cutlery, hardware, implements) | | 
(except machine tools) and | | 
instruments -+| 488 ,604 | 6| 414,371| — 130,145 — 74,233 
D. Electrical goods and apparatus| | | 
(other than machinery and tele-| | 
graph and seen wire) | 586, 580 | | 156,669| 162,360) + 5,691 — 424,220 
E. Machinery ... - 2,900955 | 2,483,917 | 2,245,893 | — 238,024! + 44,938 
F. Ships (new) .. 494, 692 | | 782,405 | 319,906 | — 462,499 — 174,786 
G. Manufactures of wood and tim-| 
ber (including furniture) = 98,194 | | 117,945} 100,532) — 17,413, + 2,338: 
H. Yarns and textile fabrics— | 
1. Cotton... ... 9.160.827 | 9,736,979 | 7,884,118 | — 1,852,861 _— 1,276,709 
2. Wool ... 3,091,984 | 3,414,882 wry — $51,573 | — 528,675 
3. Other materials 1,301,957 | 1, 413, §40 | 1,021,837 | — 391,703, — 280,130 
I, Apparel a | "906,524 | 973,668 | | 833,409) — 140,259, — 73,115 
J. Chemicals, ‘drugs, dyes and | 
colours " ...| 1,147,120 | 1,819,825 | 1,144,790) — 175,035 — 2,330 
K. Leatherand manufacturesthereof, 
(including gloves, but excluding | 
boots and shoes) see ...| 394,368) 405,088 336,169 | — 68,919 —- 58,199 
L, Earthenware and glass .., 333.080 | 354,567 293,782; — 60,785' — 39,298 
M. Paper... ies 166,710 | 196,509 170.268 | — 26,241 + 3,958 
N. Miscellaneous cs ' 9,441,652 | 2,733,724 | 2,260,716 | — 473,008 be. 180,936 
Total, Class III. £2 27,293 03,644 | 29,500,636 23, 339,250 | — 6,161,386 | — 3,954,394 
IV.—Miscellaneous and Unclassi- | | : 
fied (including Parcel Post) £ 463,726 | 653,519 | 544,497| — 109,022, + 80,771 


Total value 








£ $3,492,614 (37,385,084 30,342,676 | — 7,012,368 | — 8,149,938 
Exports of Foreign and Colonial Merchandise.* 











£ 
Total value... 6,924, 


£ £ e "4 £ 
7,967,201 CaN 547,494 | _— a xtty! 





* The values of the Exports represent the cost and the charges of cae the goods | on m board 
the ship, end are known as the “ free on board”’ values. 
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Comparing the wibaes of the exports of ie principal and other 
articles of the produce and manufactures of the United Kingdom 
in August, 1908, with those of August, 1907, the chief increase 
and decreases are as follow:— 





Increase. £ 
I. A. Wheat meal and flour se ebe ove «» 56,315 
Decreases. £ 

yr. { 4: Coal, coke and manufactured fuel ve oe 369,412 

er ' Wool, sheep or lambs’ woe ied ean ooo ~=—- 95,201 

(A. Tron and steel, and manufactures thereof »«+ 1,037,737 

|B. Copper, unw reught and wrought eee -- 119,338 

| E. Machinery and millwork ... eee sec w. 238,024 

| F. Ships, new ... ses vas ose oeq «» 462,499 

| | Cotton yarn eee one eee one .. 384,277 

re - iece-goouds.. 1 206, 560 

ore 3 Jace and patent net, ‘and articles thereof 112,693 

| ,, thread for sewing .. see eee oes 90, 843 

| Worsted yarn as se ose oe see 191,593 

| Yarn, alpaca and mohair . coe oe . 67,446 

ill.< Ha. Woollen tissues... ov éee eee .. 165,566 

Worsted tissues... eee aes eee es. 250,859 

| Wool carpets sce eee or ose «. 63,667 

l we. Jute piece goods ... 06 sve sue ... 107,078 

| (Linen ,, os 95,604 

} I. Apparel (waterproofed and not w ‘aterproofed)... 100,208 

J. Manure eee eee we 54,445 

L. Chinaware or porcelain, and earthenware «» 51,867 
Railway trucks, waggons, &c. ward of iron) and 

N arts thereof aes o ose «oe «95,082 

Oilcloth ... ées eee ane ons «-- 64,297 

LV. Parcel post ... ote see oe eee .-- 106,892 


The following instances of increase in value combined with 
decrease in quantity, or vice versd, may be noted, viz. :— 





Increase. Decrease. 
| Fish abe -- 284,879 cwt. ... £35,433 
Tt } Cotton-seed oil, Tefined .-«» 150 tons see £3,582 
: ) Salt, rock and white (except 
_ table salt) ... ee .. £1,491 ... 752 tons 
( Wool, sheep or lambs’ .»» 593,400 Ib. .- £55,201 
| F. » waste... on eee 36,800 ,, oe £6,684 
iI.< } » noils ‘ 122,900 ,, «ee £5,267 
|J. Rags and other materials for 
L making paper ji4 tons ... £10,346 
| Copper, unwrought and 
B. - wrought an a ... £119,338 
Lead, pig, and manufactures... 451 ... £9,058 
KIl.{ He. ‘Wool tops oes ove . 366, 800 Ib. .. £30,494 
J. Manure. — 662 tons . £54,445 
- Bags and sacks, empty eee 52,908 doz. .- £9,535 
% Books, printed .. w. 225 cwt. .. £10,133 
IV.—TRADE DURING THE EIGHT MONTHS, JANUARY- 
AUGUST. 


The following table shows the value of the Imports of foreign 
and colonial merchandise during the eight months ended 
3lst August, 1908, as compared with the corresponding periods of 
1907 and 1906 :— 
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Imports of Foreign and Colonial Merchandise.* 










































































Eight Months ended Increase (+)| Increase (+) 
3lst August. we onl 
Decrease (—)/ Decrease (—) 
CRB in 19€8 in 1908 
| | a: compared | as compared, 
1906, | 1907. | 1908. with 1907. | with 1906, 
I.—Food, Drink, and Tohacco— | £ £ | ae £ £ 
A. Grain and ices ~ .| 46,014,920 46,770 aaae 5 46,115,129| — 655,506 + 100,20 
B. Meat, including animals for food. 35,449,831} 35,808,271; 32 481,257 — 3,327,014 | — 2,968,574 
C. Other food and drink— 
. Non-dutiable... »-.| 45,554,432) 45,000, 730. 45 »333,204| + 332,474  — 221,228 
. Dutiable oe ...| 27,498,201) 29,678,907, 29, 750, 309) + 71,402 | + 2,292,108. 
D. Tobacco & pte ee ves! 2,818,239; 2,354, 344 3,144,733; + 790,389 i + 326,494 
Total, ClassI. ...  157,2 295,623|159,612,887 156,824,632; — 2,788,255 — 470,991 
ete eee st eee | 
II.—Raw Materials and Articles | | 
Mainly Unmanufactured— | 
A. Coal, coke and manufactured fuel 29,064 19,345) 2,322}; — 417,028; — 26,742 
B. Iron’ ore, scrap iron and steel | 4, 666, 678 5,216,604) 3, 256, 958) — 1 959. 646 | — 1,409,720 
C. Other metallic ores.. - ...| 5,814,655) 7,211, 837, 6,139,945; — 1, 071, 892 | + 325,290 
D. Wood and timber ... seul 16,630.332 16, "398. 811; 15, 438 ,764; — 960, 047 | — 1,191,568 
E. Cotton - eee 7 30,643,802 45, "660 ,687 | 34, 511,833; —11,148,854 | + 3,868,031 
F. Wool . nae .| 23,634.298 27,451,362 22,485,455 — 4,965,907 | ~—- 1,148,843 
G. Other textile materials .. ..| 9,512,788 12,685,867, 8,959,729 — 3,726,128 | — 553,049 
H. yo os nuts, oils fats, and 
gum Heyes ..| 17,132, 874 21,183,798) 19,266,585, — 1,917,213 | + 2,133.71) 
Hides and undressed skins .: 90.896 7 362, 347) 6 064,106} — 1, 998, 241 | — 1,126,790 
J. Materials for paper caneen et 2.538,559 2, 649, ,129) 2, 948, 029; + 298.900 + 409,470 
K. Miscellaneous Ui‘, 922,647 17 527, 979) 14, "414, ,050) — 3,113,529 | — 1,508,597 
Total, ClassII.... £ 133,/ 716, 593 163, 367 1356 133 ,487,786|— 29, 879,¢ 580 bow 228,807 
= ee ——— oe 
| 
III. articles Wholly or ay | | 
Manufactured— | | | 
A. a and mee and manufactures. | 
reof ..| 6,025,949! 4,515,769) 4,877,406 + 361,637 —1,148,543 
B. Other metals and manufactures | 
eas?) .| 18,150,398) 20,162,896] 16,380,600 — 3,782,296 | — 1,769,798 
C. Cutlery, hardware, implements, 
(except machine  tcols) and | | 
instruments | 2,402,204) 2,549,623) 2,404,796 — 144,827 + 2,592 
D. Electrical goods and apparatus| 
(other than machinery and tele- 
graph and — wire) 769,840; 844.386 786,524; — 57,862 | + 16,684 
E. Mac rach wie me 3,545,216; 3,706,498! 3,373,675 — 332,823 |— 171,541 
F. Ships an = 16,492 22,751 lj, 763) — 4,988 | + 1,271 
G. Manufactures of wood and tim-| 
ber (including furniture) | 1,383,246) 1,273,645 1,338,286 + 64,641 Ss 44,960: 
H. Yarns and textile fabrics— | 
1. Cotton... eee oe «..| 6,720,091) 6,747,419) 6,419, 559, — 327,860 | — 300,532 
2. Wool eee 8,577 »175) 7,574,487 6,637 ,436| — 937,051 | — 1,939,739 
3. Other materials cool Ee 63, »*29|) 14,608,422) 13, 136, 188 — 1,472,234 | — 627,441 
4 am al Og Si 3,196,837 3,131,958} 2,767,550, — 364,408 | — 429,287 
emicals gs, yes and | 
colours — 6,755,675) 7,760,890) 6,787,518} — 973,372 | + 31,843 
K. Leatherandmanufactures t thereof 
(including gloves, but excluding 
boots and shoes) 7,996,08"| 6,989,004) 7,428,074; + 439,070 | — 568,013 
L. Earthenware and glass ... 2,804,723| 2,659,937) 2,432,096] — 227,841 | — 372,627 
M, Paper eee .| 3,814,442) 3,615,565) 3,910,716) + 295,151 | + 96,274 
N. Miscellaneous vee | 19,378,879] 19,082,797] 17,308,378 — 1,774,419 | — 2,070,501 
Total, Class III. ... £ 105,300,883 {105,246,047 96,006,565; — 9,239,482 | — 9,294,318. 
IV.—Miscellaneous and Unclassi- | 
fied (including Parcel Post)...) 1,689,063) 1,612,543) 1,474,674) — 137,869 — 214,389 
Total value ... £|398,002, 162'429,838,843 387,793,657) — 42,045,186 10,208,505 








* The values of the Imports re 
consigned for sale, the latest sale value 


of such goods. 


resent the cost, insurance, and freight ; 


or when goods are 


The value of the Exports of home produce, and of foreign and 
colonial produce, during the eight months ended 31st August, 1908, 
as compared with the corresponding periods of 1907 and 1906, is as 
shown in the following table :— 
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Eight months ended | mueneeae (+) | erry (+) 
dist August. ‘Decrease (—)| Decrease (~) 
nage 4 owes Me 
| as compared | 4s compared 
1906. 1907. | 1908. | with 1907. with 1906. 
I. x Food, Drink, and Tobacco— 2 | 1. il | £ | £ 
. Grain and ti 1,650,612 1,976,471! 2,825,311; +  348,840/ + 674,699 
B. Meat, hae de md animals for food. 822,491 856,800) 677,977; — 178,823; — 144,514 
C. Other food and drink ni : 9,406,167, 10,115,934! 9,445,373} — 670,561; + 39,206 
D. Tobacco ee Paes 680,027, 801,953. —_ + 83,540) + 205,466 
Total, Class I. fais £) 12,559,297 13.751.158' 13,334.1541 — 417,004; + 774,857 
II.—Raw Materials and Articles) | 
Mainly Unmanufactured— | 
A. Coal, coke, and manufactured fuel) 20,732,517) 26,581,661, 27,931,715; + 1,350,054, + 7,199,198 
B. Iron ore, scrap iron, and steel ... 370.934 449,279 276,079; — 173,200 — 94.855 
C. Other metallic ores... ons ‘ 108,620 143,336 55,674; — 87,662 — 52.946 
D. Wood and timber ... one 58, | 76,295 71,133; — 9,162 + 12,739 
E. Cotton fas tt de. ad Fs me —_ 
F. Wool. 1,812,807| 2,164,334; 1,605,278) — 559,056 — 207,529 
G. Other textile materials : Bi 128,441 166,683; 183,358) + 16,675 + 54,917 
H. Oil-seeds, nuts, oils, fats, and | 
gums.. 1,783,602} 2,155,134) 2,026,050} — 129,084 + 242,448 
I. Hides and undressed skins 1,546.615| 1,336,484, 888,805; — 447,679 — 657,810 
J. Materials for paper are "458, 076 531,035 543,431; — 187,604 — 114.645 
K. Miscellaneous 1,296, uae 1,763,911; 1,338, oan — 425,827 + 41,746 
Total, Class IT. eco £ 28 »296, 344) 35. 368, 152 34, 719, 607; — 648.545) + 6,423,263 
III.—Articles Wholly or Mainly | 
Mannfactured— | | 
A. Iron and steel and manufactures | | 
thereof 25,501,292) 31,988,221) 25,381,994, — 6,606,227 — 119,298 
B. Other metals and manufactures 
thereof ae 352,799) 8,386,600; 5,784,088, — 2,602,512; — 568,711 
C. Cutlery, hardware, implements | 
(except machine tools) and in- 
struments ... ..| 3,830,687) 4,257,754; 3,703,595, — 554,159| — 127,092 
D. Electrical goods and apparatus | | 
(other than machinery and tele- | 
graph and telephone sea 1,814,680} 1,426,454) 1,193,692 —  232,762' — 620,988 
E. Machinery "| 17,382,351) 20,534,324! 20,791,607; + 257,283! + 3,409,256 
F. Ships (new) .. ...| 6,875,025) 7 7.014, 164, 5 981 915 — 1,032,249; — 893,110 
G. Manutacter es of wood and | 
timber (including furniture) 798,975} 862,727 788,986, — 73,741) — 9,989 
H. Yarns and textile fabrics— 
1. Cotton. dee eee ...| 66,808,932) 74,048,653) 67,183,701; — 6,864,952 | + 374,769 
2. Wool ... ...| 22,088,989, 93° 902 ,186; 20, 195, "496 — 3,707,060 te 1,893,563 
3. Other materials 9,581,499) 11,28] 609) 8, 084,769 -— 3,196, 840 | — 1,496,730 
I. Apparel ana ‘ 6,u34, "462, 6,457,404; 5 912,734 — "544 670; — 121,728 
J. Chemicals, drugs, dyes and | | | 
colours | 10,367,390) 11,730,801) 11,102,267, — 628,534! + 734,877 
K. Leatherand manufactures thereof | 
(including gloves, but excluding 
boots and shoes) 2,733, 168 | 3,034,209; 2,459,012) — 575,197 — 274,156 
L.  eaaatana and glass .., 2,380, 012) 2,674,777; 2,497,081) — 177,696; + 117,069 
M. Paper. scenes nae 259512,588] 1,557,906 1,591,238) — 6,757; + 199,699 
N. Miscellaneous ore ene ied 19,218, a7 21,783,284) 19,633 “om — 2,149,645 | + 414,862 
Total, Class III. £ 203, 120 ren 941,462 202,245, 744, —%8, 695, 718; — 874,833 
IV.—Miscellaneous and' Unclassi-| © —s 
fied (including Parcel Post) £ 2, | 4,064,072 3 742,291] — 321,781 | + 189,417 
Total value... £|247,520,092|284,124 844|254,041,796| —30,083,048 | + 6,512,704 
Exports of Foreign and Colonial Merchandise.* 
eel eee ee £ £ 
Total value... eve eee sj aac 66,304,748 52,426,966) —13,877,782 | — 4,975,381 








* The values of the Exports represent the cost and the charges of delivering the gouds on board 
the ship and are known as the ‘‘free on board ”’ values. 
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V.—SHIPPING IN AUGUST, 1908. 


The tonnage of vessels entered at ports in the United Kingdom 
from foreign countries and British possessions, with cargoes, during 
August, 1908, amounted to 3,537,919 tons, and the tonnage 
cleared to 4,784,241 tons, as against 3,698,865 tons entered, and 
5,185,519 tons cleared during August, 1907. With regard to 
the coasting trade, the tonnage entered with cargoes during 
August, 1908, amounted to 2,610,006 tons, and the tonnage 
cleared to 2,542,037 tons, as against 2,687,463 tons entered, and 
2,688,251 tons cleared in August, 1907. 


VI.—EIGHT MONTHS’ SHIPPING (JANUARY-AUGUST). 


The tonnage of vessels entered at ports in the United Kingdom 
_from foreign countries and British possessions, with cargoes, 
during the eight months ended 3lst August, 1908, amounted to 
26,539,082 tons, and the tonnage cleared to 37,381,277 tons, as 
against 27,213,514 tons entered and 38,144,747 tons cleared during 
the corresponding period of 1907. With regard to the coasting 
trade, the tonnage entered with cargoes during the eight months 
ended 3lst August, 1908, amounted to 20,420,733 tons, and the 
tonnage cleared to 20,050,001 tons, as against 20,844,301 tons 
entered and 20,572,283 tons cleared during the corresponding 
period of 1907. 





ESPARTO TRADE OF TRIPOLI. 


H.M. Consul-General at Tripoli (Mr. J. C. Alvarez, I.8.0.) has 
forwarded the following report on the production of esparto in 
Tripoli and on the prospects of further developing the trade in 
that article :— 

The principal ports whence this valuable grass, so largely used 
in the manufacture of paper and other industries, is exported to 
Great Britain are Tripoli and Khoms. The Tripoli market is sup- 
plied by the following districts:—(1) The plains of Jefara, lying 
to the north of the ‘larhuna hills, four days’ journey distant, in a 
south-easterly direction; (2) the district of Ghumata or Jebel 
Ghumata, four days off, a little further on in an easterly direction ; 
{3) on the lower slopes of the Gharian mountains, which are of 
an average height of 2,000 feet above the level of the sea, at a 
distance of from two (Alama and Ararat) to four days due south 
or south-east from Tripoli (Kikla and Assaba); (4) two districts 
to the north of Gharian, Kitna and Ergheat, only 14 days’ journey 
trom Tripoli; (5) in the Jebel, from 3 to 4 days’ journey south- 
west of Tripoli; (6) at Sayan, in the direction of Tarhuna. 

The following districts send their produce to Khoms market :— 
Orfella—the most southerly district where halfa (i.e., esparto) is 
grown—good, long grass; the Urshefana plains, three days off; 
Amamra, where the grass is good and of medium length; and 
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Tarhuna—about 45 or 50 miles away from Khoms—-grass good. 
The halfa of the Mesellata district is short, and that of Berket 
rather short but clean. Although there are funduks or yards at. 
Tabia and Zelythen to receive the grass brought thither, the bulk 
of the traffic is with Tripoli and Khoms. Owing to the great 
competition among the four firms engaged in the trade, prices, and 
consequently profits, have fallen off considerably. The most effec- 
tive way to develop the trade would be to construct steam tramway 
lines from ‘Tripoli and Khoms respectively to two central points in 
the mountains, say to Kasr Gharian for the Gharian, Jebel and 
West Tarhuna districts, from Tripoli, and to Kassabat or Kasr 
Amamra in Mesellata for the service of the districts commercially 
dependent on Khoms. The halfa would then be brought by the 
Arabs to these central points and sent thence by rail to Tripoli or 
Khoms for packing and shipping. Instead of camel journeys of 3, 
4, or 5 days being required as at present, about 1 day’s journey would 
be required, thus saving on the double journey from 4 to 5 days. 
The Arabs could then work more distant esparto fields, which are 
known to exist but which have never been worked as it would not 
have paid the Arabs to work them on account of the distance to 
Tripoli or Khoras being too great. It is not at all unlikely that 
the proper expioitation of these new esparto fields might double 
the quantity now exported from the Vilayet. 

A similar result has been recently obtained from the opening up 
of Tunisia by the new railways built to bring down phosphates to 
the coast, by which it has been possible for new esparto fields to be 
worked, ‘The tramway line might be laid down by a local muni- 
cipality who would charge the merchants so much per ton for 
conveying the halfa, as is done in ‘Tunisia. The laying down is not 
a difficult matter and could be done by ordinary Tripoli labourers 
under European superintendence. Noexpensive earthworks would 
be necessary on account of the country to be traversed being so: 
level. The tramway might equally be used for bringing down the 
barley crop and carrying up stores for the military or others. 

There is another matter which calls for the serious attention of 
the authorities, viz., the preservation of the plant. The halfa or 
esparto fibre attains maturity after three years’ growth, under 
which age it is useless to the paper maker through lack of the 
necessary strength. Unfortunately, as no discrimination is exer- 
cised by the Arab between mature and immature fibre, it has 
entirely disappeared from the districts near the sea where it 
formerly grew abundantly, and now has to be sought for among 
the hills and watercourses. The plant requires a time of rest, and 
it would be a good thing if the pulling of the halfa were forbidden 
for three months each year, say from 1st November to 31st January, 
except on new fields which have not previously been cropped. A 
law to this effect is already being strictly carried out in Algeria and 
Tunisia. 
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CERTIFICATION OF MEAT PRODUCTS EXPORTED FROM 
THE UNITED KINGDOM TO THE UNITED STATES.— 
DATE OF OPERATION OF SCHEME. 


With reference to the notice which appeared at pp. 636-640 of 
the “ Board of Trade Journal” for the 25th June last, relative to 
the official certification of meat-food products intended for export 
from the United Kingdom to the United States and the Philippine 
Islands, the Board of Trade are informed that the Local Govern- 
ment Board are arranging that the new system of certification 
shall take effect on and after the 15th September. 


It is understood that, in addition to obtaining the certificates 
prescribed by the Memorandum of the Local Government Board, 
exporters of meat-food products to the United States or the 
Phijippine islands are required to make, before a United States 
Consular officer, a declaration to be attached to the invoice of the 
goods, as provided by Regulation 33 of the ‘“‘ Rules and Regulations 
for the Enforcement of the Food and Drugs Act.” The declaration 
in. question is to be made in the following form :— 


I, the undersigned, do solemnly and truly declare that I am 


Rn eS Bn Eo ae ee mR of the merchandise herein men- 
(Manufacturer, agent or shipper) 


tioned and described, and that it consists of food or drug products 
which contain no added substances injurious to health. 


These products were grown iM............e0ees , and manufactured 
(Country) 
Mii dee sas scielt WE ditwibatl ike dws bcadeeuvus during the year........., 
(Country) (Name of manufacturer) 
and are exported from.................. and consigned t0............sese0 
(City) (City) 


The products bear no false labels or marks, contain no/some added 


COOTITI AINE OR DOORTE TNE i oso cne ccs sees ccccesceccccasssssesencses , 
(Name of added colour or preservative) 


and are not of 4 character to cause prohibition or restriction in the 
country where made or from which exported. 


BNE W., .cccnserssves | OEE SME, « cnchetecacioens > . eee 
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TARIFF CHANGES 


AND CUSTOMS REGULATIONS. 


DOMINION OF CANADA. 


The Board of Trade have received a copy of a Memorandum 

sie (No. 1,491 B), issued by the Canadian Depart- 

hn ee ashond ment of Sutin mse tf of 11th August, 

Reduced Duties, 2%: Stating that the following Tariff changes 
* have been made by Order in Council. 

The following articles have been added to the list of goods which 
may be imported into the Dominion of Canada free of duty :— 

Brass in bars and rods, in coil or otherwise, not less than 6 feet in 
length, and brass in strips, sheets or plates, not polished, planished 
or coated, when for use as materials in Canadian manufactures. 

Asphaltum oil for use only for paving purposes. 

Pressed felt, elastic webbing and hollow blocks of wood when 
imported by manufacturers of artificial limbs, for use only in the 
manufacture of artificial limbs. 

Iron or steel rods, rolled or drawn, not less than ;5; of an inch 
in diameter when imported by manufacturers of chain for use only 
in the manufacture of chain in their own factories. 

Provision is also made for the following reductions of duty :— 

Tinsel thread and tinsel wire when imported by manufacturers 
of braids, cords, tassels, ribbons or trimmings for use only in the 
manufacture of such articles in their own factories— 

Under the British Preferential Tariff... 5 per cent. ad val. 
* Intermediate Tariff witb ie 
di General Tariff = ee - o 

Finished parts of iron or steel for repairs of portable engines and 
of traction engines for farm purposes-— 

Under the British Preferential Tariff... 15 per cent. ad val. 
3 Intermediate Tariff re ©. = 
" General Tariff _... in ee m ig 

Flat steel, cold rolled, not over 4 inch thick, for use only in the 
manufacture of cups and cones for ball bearings when imported by 
manufacturers of such ball bearings— 

Under the British Preferential Tariff... Free. 
Intermediate Tariff ... © per cent. ad val. 
Re General Tariff . yas x i 

Note.—The Intermediate Tariff has not yet been applied to the 

goods of any country. 


With reference to the notice published on pp. 423-4 of the ‘* Board 
‘pti ts of Trade Journal ” for 27th August last, relating 
to the importation and sale of proprietary or 


“ Pe a - a patent medicines in the Dominion of Canada, a 
wy - copy of ‘‘ The Canada Gazette ” for 22nd August, 


1908, has been received containing an Order in 


Medicines Act.” Council, dated 17th August last, whereby the 
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DOMINION OF CANADA — continued. 


following drugs are added to the Schedule to the “ Proprietary or 
Patent Medicines Act” (No. 56 of 1908) :— 


Morphine, and its preparations. 
Opium, its preparations and derivatives. 


By the addition of these drugs to the Schedule, the manufacture; 
importation and sale of proprietary or patent medicines containing 
such drugs is prohibited in Canada unless the name of the drug is 
conspicuously printed on, and an inseparable part of, the label and 
wrapper of the bottle, box or other container—provided that the 
name of such drug need not be printed on the label and 
wrapper if it appears to the Minister of Inland Revenue that the 
proportion used is not dangerous to health. 





AUSTRALIAN COMMONWEALTH. 


With reference to the notice relating to the Excise Tariff, published 

Revised Excise ©" P2ges 218 to 220 of the “ Board of Trade 

Duty en :Pionnk Journal” for 30th July last, a copy of an Act 
" (No. 14 of 1908) has been received imposing 

the following Excise duty on starch manufactured in the Australian 

Commonwealth, in lieu of the duty imposed by the “ Excise Tariff, 

1908 ” (Act 8 of 1908): — 

Starch, made from imported rice delivered free 
for use in the manufacture of starch... .. 1d. per lb. 





SOUTH AFRICA. 


With reference to the notices which appeared in the issues of the 
Date of Gperation ‘ Board of Trade Journal” for 23rd July and 
of Tariff Cha 13th August last, respecting the changes in the 

— ME. South African Customs Union Tariff, the Board 
of Trade have now received a copy of the ‘“‘ Cape of Good Hope 
Government Gazette” for 14th August, 1908, containing the text 
of the Customs Tariff and Amendment Act, 1908 (No. 9 of 1908). 
The provisions of the Act, as assented to, are identical with those 
of the Bill. 

The same copy of the Gazette also contains two Proclamations 
(Nos. 330 and 331) by the Governor of the Colony of the Cape of 
Good Hope declaring that the tariff changes effected by the above- 
mentioned Act will come into operation throughout the South 
African Customs Union on and after the 15th August, 1908. 


A copy of Customs Notice No. 86 has also been received giving 
the following Customs tariff decision relating 
Customs Decision. to the rate of duty leviable on certain motor 
engines on importation into the South African 
Customs Union :— 
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SOUTH AFRICA—continued. 


| Rebate allowed 
| 





upon — the 
roduce or 
Rate of nanuien of 
Duty. the United 
| Kingdom 
| and reciprocating 
| | Colonies. 


Articles. | No. 





Motor engines imported for boats built | 
within the Customs Union ... | 9A | 3 % ad val, 3 % ad val. 














GOLD COAST: 


The Board of Trade have received a copy of an Ordinance (No. 6 
of 1908), which was assented to by the 
Governor of the Colony of the Gold Coast on 
4th August last, and which amends the rates of 
duty leviable on the undermentioned articles imported into the 
Gold Coast Colony lying westward of the River Volta :— 


Revised 
Customs Duties. 





| Rates of Import Duty. 





Articles. 
Old Rates. | New Rates. 





Brandy, gin, rum, liqueurs and miscellaneous spirits 
and strong waters, not being sweetened or mixed 
with any article so that the degree of strength 
cannot be ascertuined by Sykes’ hydrometer, not 
exceeding the strength of 124 degrees under proof 

Per Imp. gall. or part thereof 5s. 5s. 6d, 
For every degree or part of a degree over the 
strength of 12} degrees under proof an additional 
duty on §xe Per Imp. gall. or part thereof id. hd. 

Alcoholic bitters, gin and liqueurs being sweetened 
or mixed with any. article so that the degree of 
strength cannot be ascertained as aforesaid 


Per Imp. gall. or part thereof 4s. 6d. 5s. 6d. 
Mineral and aerated waters ... Per doz. bottles or 
part thereof, irrespective of size 4d. Free 











— 


The following articles are also added to the free list :—- 


Cyanide, zinc shavings and borax. 
Motor and velocipede accessories and materials for repairs. 


The Ordinance under notice also provides that in the event of 
Tralles’ or some other hydrometer being substituted for Sykes’ 
hydrometer for the purpose of ascertaining the strength of spirits 
imported (as permitted by Ordinance 16 of 1906), the following 
duty shall be levied on spirits instead of that shown above :— 
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Brandy, gin, rum, liqueurs and miscellaneous spirits 
and strong waters, not being sweetened or mixed 
with any article so that the degree of strength 
cannot be ascertained by Tralles’ hydrometer or 
such other hydrometer as may be prescribed, 
not exceeding the strength of 50 degrees per 
centum of pure alcohol by such hydrometer 

Per. Imp. gall. or part thereof... 5s. 6d. 

And if of greater strength, for each degree or 
part of a degree over 5() degrees per centum, an 
additional duty ... Per Imp. gall. or part thereof = ld. 


It is also provided that any goods originally imported inio that 
part of the Colony lying westward of the River Volta may with the 
consent in writing of the Comptroller of Customs, and on such 
conditions as he may impose, be taken thence into that part of the 
Colony lying eastward of the River Volta, and the person taking 
such goods as aforesaid shall be entitled to a rebate of such amount 
of duty paid on such goods as exceeds the sum which would have 
been paid if the goods had originally been imported eastward of 
the said river. 





COLONY OF SOUTHERN NIGERIA. 


A copy of an Order-in-Council (No. 16 of 1908) has been received 
prohibiting, from 28th July, 1908, the 
importation of pigs from Dahomey into 
Southern Nigeria, either by land or by 


Importation of Pigs from 
Dahomey Prohibited. 


creek or sea navigation. 





NORWAY: 


The Board of Trade are in receipt, through the Foreign Office, of 
iciaienaeditietas information to the effect that from 15th Sep- 
: - tember next the excise duty on spirits pro- 
Duty om Spirits duced in Norway is to be increased from 
yunenees in 2 kr. 53 Gre to 2 kr. 62 Gre per litre of 100 per 
aren. cent. proof spirit. 
No corresponding increase of the customs duty on spirits im- 
ported into Norway has been enacted. 





GERMANY. 


The Board of Trade are in receipt, through the Foreign Office, of 

' itichiin telegraphic information to the effect 
Withdrawal of Prohibition hihse “Wer Dyes ay 
of Importation of Rags from that the prohibition of the importa 


tion into Germany of rags from Cape 
Cape Colony and Matal. Colony and Natal has been withdrawn. 
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GERMANY-—HAITI. 


The Board of Trade are in receipt, through the Foreign Office, of 
New Com- a copy of a despatch from H.M. Consul-General 
tr oe at Port-au-Prince reporting the signature of 


mercial Conven- : J 
ercial Conven- = Commercial Convention between Germany 
tion between os 
and Haiti. 


the above 


, Under the terms of this Convention Haitian 
Countries. 


products, such as coffee, cocoa, and logwood, 
will be admitted into the port of Hamburg at the lowest rates of 
duty ; whilst certain German products, e.g., beer, cement, matches, 
and hosiery, will enjoy a reduction of 25 per cent. of the Haitian 
tariff rates of duty. 





NETHERLANDS. 


With reference to the notice at page 429 of the “ Board of Trade 
Reduction of the Journal” for the 27th August on the subject 
: t Doti of the reduction of the Netherlands import 
mport sates duties on mutton, pork, and bacon, salted, 
on certain kinds smoked, or dried, the Board of Trade are now 
of Meat, in receipt, through the Foreign Office, of infor- 
mation to the effect that, in accordance with a Dutch Royal Decree 
dated the 21st August, the reduced duties took effect on the 1st 
September. 





PORTUGUESE WEST AFRICA. 


The Board of Trade are in receipt, through the Foreign Office, of 
a translation of the tariff of import duties, muni- 
an aan ial cipal taxes and other charges levied on goods 
Scns ah imported at the ports of Loanda, Benguella, 
arly Mossamedes, and Ambriz in Angola, Portuguese 
saanen, West Africa. 


Customs Duties, 


Benguella, This tariff ma 
: y be inspected by persons 
mage and interested at the Commercial Intelligence 
— Branch of the Board of Trade, 73, Basinghall 


Street, E.C. 





TURKEY: 


With reference: to the notice at p. 380 of the “ Board of Trade 
Journal” for the 20th August, respecting the 
withdrawal of the prohibition of the importation 
into Turkey of electrical instruments, the Board 
=m of l'rade have now received a despatch from the 
and Ammunition  p,itish Consul-General at Constantinople report- 

ease ing that the prohibition of importation has also 
been withdrawn in the case of telephones and sporting guns and 
ammunition. 


Importation of 
Telephones and 
Sporting Guns 
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TURKEY — continued. 
The Board of Trade are in receipt, through the Foreign Office, of 
Exportation of Wheat from information to the effect that the 


st exportation of wheat from the 
Vilayet of Baghdad Prohibited. Vilayet of Baghdad has been 
prohibited. 





UNITED STATES OF AMERICA-NETHERLANDS. 


With reference to the notice which appeared in the “ Board of 
Trade Journal ” for the 27th August respecting 


Proclamation of 11, new commercial agreement between the 


an we United States of America and the Netherlands, 
emennaibend the Board of Trade are now in receipt, through 
Agreement 


the Foreign Office, of a copy of a Proclamation 
by the President of the United States, dated 
12th August, putting into force the reduced 
duty of 1 dol. 75 cents per proof gallon on spirits produced in the 
Netherlands and exported to the United States, as provided by the 
Agreement. 

Under the ruling of 15th August, 1898, spirits produced in the 
Netherlands and exported to the United States from any other 
country will not be entitled to the privileges conferred by the 
Agreement. 


between the 
above Countries. 





VENEZUELA, 


The Board of Trade are in receipt, through the Foreign Office, of 
’ a translation of a Venezuelan Presidential 
anneaineas Decree, dated Ist August last, reducing the 
P Wheat import duty on wheat introduced into the 
Republic from 12 to 104 céntimos per kilo- 

gramme. 





SHIPPING AND TRANSPORT: 


RUSSIA: 


The Acting British Consul at St. Petersburg (Mr. C. H. Mackie) 

reports that, according to official returns pub- 
Railways in 1907. lished by the Ministry of Ways and Communi- 

cations, the total length of Russian railways on 
31st December, 1907, attained 62,057 versts (41,371 miles). Of 
these the lines owned by the State extended over 42,0438 versts 
(28,029 miles), and those still belonging to private companies over 
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20,014 versts (13,343 miles). The length of lines opened for tem- 

orary traffic extended over 344 versts (229 miles), of those 
building, 1,667 versts (1,111 miles), and of those for which per- 
mission to build has been granted, 1,981 versts (1,321 miles). The 
total given does not include the length of lines in the Grand 
Duchy of Finland, extending over 3,104 versts (2,069 miles), and 
the Eastern China Railway, extending over 1,607 versts (1,071 
miles). | 

Receipts—The gross revenue yielded by the State and private 
railways in 1907 amounted to 51,121,7301. as compared with 
49,549,120/, in 1906, an increase of 1,572,6101. 


Passenger and Goods Traffic-—The number of passengers carried 
during the year was 95,800,353, and shows an increase of 9,322,364 
persons as compared with the preceding year. The goods traffic 
was also in excess, the totals returned being 102,802,935 tons in 
1907 and 98,403,564 tons in 1906, or an increase of 4,899,371 


tons. 


New lines—The new lines opened for traffic in 1907 were: 
Bologoe-Volkovysk, 837 versts (558 miles), on the Nicholas Rail- 
way; Mosti-Grodno, 58 versts (39 miles), also on the Nicholas 
Railway ; branch lines at Bologoe, Velikie Luki, Nevel, Molodeshno, 
Mosti, Volkovysk and Polotsk, 20 versts (13 miles), all on the 
Nicholas Railway ; Andreevtsy-Volkovysk, 8 versts (54 miles) on 
the Vistula Railway; all these lines were opened for regular 
traffic in January last year. From May to the end of October 
the following lines were opened :—Warsaw-Radimin, 18 versts 
(12 miles); Krasny Kut-Buzan, 479 versts (319 miles) on the 
Riazan-Ural Railway; Navlia-Zernovo and Hutor Michailovska- 
Tereshchenskaya, 117 versts (78 miles) on the Moscow-Kiev-Vorone} 
Railway ; Zernovo Hutor Michailovska and Konozop-Pirogovka 
(length not given) on the same railway; Suleev-Tartak, 2 versts 
(14 mile); Verkhutino-Urechje, 10 versts (7 miles) on the Libau- 
Romno Railway ; and Kherson-Nicolaiev, 58 versts (39. miles) on the 
Southern railways. 

Second tracks on existing railways opened for traffic in 1907 
extended over a length of 920 versts (613 miles). 


Railways renamed.—-The following railways were united and 
renamed during'the year under review :— : 

The St. Petersburg-Warsaw and the Baltic-Pskov-Riga under 
the name of the North-Western Railways; the Kursk-Kharkov- 
Sevastopol with the Kharkov-Nicolaievsk under the name of the 
Southern Railways; and the Moscow-Yaroslav-Archangel with 
the St. Petersbury-Viatka under the name of the Northern Rail- 
ways.—( Foreign Office Annual Serves, No. 4,110.) 
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BRITISH INDIA (ASSAM). 


It appears from the “Times of India” (Bombay) that the 
| is Government of Eastern Bengal and Assam 
Pico ee ar2 encouraging the eigainations by private 
posits. enterprise of the coal deposits in the Khasi 
Hills, and have invited tenders for a mining lease of the Umrileng 
field, thirteen miles from Shillong. The field contains half a 
million tons of coal, lying near the surface, the seam having a 
gradual dip. The main road between Shillong and Gauhati 
passes within four miles of Umrileng, and pack animals are at 
present employed to carry the coal won. A short cart-road could 
be constructed at small expense ; but the Government suggest the 
laying down of a light railway, or the establishment of a steam 
trolley service, between Shillong and Gauhati. By this means 
coal and other commodities could be carried to and from the 
Brahmaputra, which is distant only sixty miles from Umrileng. 
The present traffic is confined to country carts, which are slow 
and expensive. In order to bring about the development of the 
coal-field easy terms are offered: a royalty of one anna per ton 
will be charged with a surface rent of eight annas per acre. 
Water power is available locally for generating electricity which 
could be employed for raising the coal and working the railway. 


~~ 





CANADA. 


According to the Bulletin of the American Iron and Steel Associa- 
eae ae tion, the production of pig iron in the Dominion 
ale carly of Canada in the first half of 1908 amounted to 
307,062 tons, as compared with 270,100 tons in 

the corresponding period of 1907. 

The production of Bessemer pig iron in the first half of 1908 
amounted to 60,225 tons as against 73,023 tons in the first half of 
1907. The production of basic pig iron amounted to 195,209 tons, 
as compared with 161,403 tons. The production of malleable 
Bessemer, foundry, forge, ferro-silicon and other grades was 51,628. 
tons, a considerable increase on the 35,674 tons produced in the 
first half of 1907. 

On the 30th June, 1908, Canada had sixteen completed blast 
furnaces, of which seven were in blast and nine idle. Of this 
total thirteen were equipped to use coke and three to use charcoal. 





FRENCH INDO-CHINA. 
H.M. Consul at Hanoi (Mr. T. F. Carlisle) reports that the soil 
of Indo-China contains many sorts of minerals, 
Minirg. and a good deal of activity has been manifested, 
especially in Tonkin, in prospecting and re- 
serving areas; the results, however, have hitherto been but scanty, 
and owing to difficulty of access, poorness of the deposit, lack of 
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capital of the promoters or other causes, the rule has been for 
these enterprises to end in nothing. An exception must be made 
in regard to the deposits of coal in Eastern Tonkin, and the coal 
mines of Hongay. on the coast north of Haiphong, which have 
been worked for some years with considerable success. The 
company which owns them is indeed the only mining enterprise 
of any importance in Indo-China, which is regularly established 
and gives satisfactory results. The coal is anthracitic, and besides 
being consumed in factories, &c., and being sold to Chinese is, 
mixed with about 20 per cent. of Japanese coal and 10 per cent. 
of British coal-tar, manufactured into briquettes, which are used 
by the steamers of the Messageries Maritimes and by the local 
railways. A special briquette 1s manufactured for the use of the 
navy. Other deposits of similar coal are worked at Kebao, 
Dong-Trieu and elsewhere in Tonkin. The other minerals in 
Tonkin which seem to give most promise of some future develop- 
ment are tin, zinc, and copper. In Annam a coal mine and a gold 
mine have been exploited, but neither has given satisfactory 
results. In Laos alluvial gold exists along the Mekong Valley. 

British subjects and other foreigners cannot, in their own names 
at all events, obtain mining concessions in Indo-China. 





TURKEY: 

The “ Journal de la Chambre de Commerce de Constantinople,” in 
referring to the discovery in the district of 

Coal Discovery. Kemagh of a deposit of coal, states that the 
provincial authorities at Erzeroum are already 

in negotiation with the Imperial Government with the view of 
obtaining the necessary authority for working the deposit in 
question. ‘ This discovery,” says the ‘‘ Journal,” “ may prove to be 
of the highest importance to the economic progress of the Ottoman 
Empire. One of the reasons of the slow development of industries 
in the remoter provinces of the Empire is the lack of coal, which 
can only be brought from abroad at considerable cost for freight. 
This want of coal has hitherto rendered valueless a number of 
possible sources of wealth for the reaiisation of which motive power 
is required. ‘The most important of these are, perhaps, the deposits 
of iron ores which exist in very great abunaance. In the absence 
of the means of smelting the ore, however, the population con- 
stantly feels the want of the metal for the prosecution of various 
branches of activity. Hence the country is obliged to import from 
abroad, at great expense for transport, agricultural machines which, 
although of the latest patterns, have the serious defect of not 
being perfectly adapted to the particular conditions of the soil of 
Turkey and more especially to the size and strength of the cattle 
employed for their traction. In the same way agricultural imple- 
ments, which have been imported at great expense to a province in 
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a more or less remote part of the Empire, and have become dam- 
aged in some way, are left to rust in a corner of a barn, for the 
want of the material—iron—which is necessary for their repair. 

“The dependency of LErzindjian is not, however, the only 
district which has the good fortune to possess deposits of coal. 
Over the large area of Turkey-in-Asia may be found in profusion 
coal and iron deposits which lack only enterprise to work 
them. The working of these mines would not of course be 
possible with a view to the exportation of the ore, since the 
cost of transport, which is naturally very costly in the interior, 
would swallow up all possible profit of such working. But 
arrangements for the prosecution of such industries as are capable 
of being started with good chances of success in the country, and 
which would guarantee the consumption of the coal when mined, 
would undoubtedly render possible the profitable working of more 
than one coal mine in Anatolia. In a country where raw materials 
such as wool, mohair, cotton, silk and other textile fibres are exported 
to the value of millions of Turkish pounds annually, the 
installation of spinning and weaving mills, and other similar 
industrial undertakings, is bound to take place in the ordinary 
course of progress. Skilled labour, which, in the country districts 
in particular, suffers from the want of sufficient employment, 
would derive great advantage from the working of coal deposits, 
whilst the value of the export trade of the country would soon be 
largely increased.” 





UNITED STATES OF AMERICA. 


It appears from a communication that has been received from 
H.M. Chargé d’Affaires at Washington that 

Gas Engines. much attention is being devoted in the United 
States to the future of the gas engine, not only 

on the part of engineering and industrial concerns but also on the 
part of the Government, who have been experimenting for several 
years in gas producers and gas engines with a view in the first 
place to economising in the Government expenditure of 10,000,000 
dollars annually on coal, and in the second place to encouraging 
enterprises that may economise the natural coal resources of the 
country. The results of these experiments are reported to show 
that this type of engine in a stationary plant is capable of generat- 
ing from twice to three times as much power from a given amount 
of coal as the steam engine. It has also been shown that the gas 
engine can develop more power from a low grade of coal, such as 
the lignite of North Dakota, than the steam engine can with the 
same weight of bituminous coal. ‘The tests in the gas producer at 
the Government plant have shown moreover that many fuels of 
such low grade as to be practically valueless for steam furnace pur- 
poses, including slack coal, bone coal and lignite, may be economi- 
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UNITED STATES OF AMERICA—continued. 


cally converted into producer gas, and may thus generate sufficient 

as power to render them of high commercial value. In this way 
lignite beds underlying from 20,000,000 to 30,000,000 acres of 
public lands, heretofore supposed to have little or no commercial 
value, will have a large value for power development. 


The “Daily Commercial News” (San Francisco) of the 20th 
August states that the production of coal in 
py rem of California in 1907 was the smallest reported in 
come the State since mining began in 1861, the in- 
creased production of petroleum and its use for fuel purposes 
having had a detrimental effect on the coal industry. From 77,050 
tons in 1905, the coal output decreased to 25,290 tons in 1906, 
and in 1907 the total production was only 18,950 tons. During 
1907, however, a considerable amount of development work was 
done at the Stone Canyon coal properties in Monterey County, and 
when transportation lines have been completed to this field the 
coal output of California will probably be greatly increased, since 
the Monterey coal is of a high grade, and can be delivered at San 
Francisco and other cities in the State at less cost than the coal 
brought from other sources. 





YARNS AND TEXTILES. 


BRITISH INDIA. 


The Administration Report of the Manipur State for the year 
Silk. Jute. and 1907-8 states that, in respect of trade, the most 
? important event during the year was the com- 
Lac in Manipur. encement of operations by a limited company, 
to whom all rights to make silk in the State have been transferred. 
Already, it is said, a number of blocks of waste lands suitable for 
growing mulberry have been given to the company by the State. 
Apart from the State’s receiving half the net profits of the com- 
pany, individual cultivators, says the Report, stand to gain much 
by growing mulberry for the company. As regards the possibility 
of the State’s developing an industry in jute and shellac, further 
enquiries, it is said, do not justify such expectations. However, 
some ten maunds of lac have been sent to a Calcutta firm for 
chemical examination, and, if the report is favourable, it might be 
possible, in consultation with the Forest Department, to increase 
the production of lac in the State. 


The official “ Indian Trade Journal ” of the 13th August publishes 
the following statement showing the imports 
of cotton piece-goods into British India by sea 
from foreign countries during the year ended 
Jilst March, 19( 8, as compared with the preceding year :-— 


Imports of Cotton 
Piece-Goods. 
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a | 1906-7. | 1907-8. 
Millions of | Millions of 
| yards. yards. 
Grey (unbleached)— | 
Chadars .. ; re eq $ | 5:14 
Dhutis, saris and scarves pe | 501°40 
Jaconets, including madapollams, mulls, twills and 
cambrics soe oie 13200 139°66 
Drills and jeans ie ; ae 22:00 | 16°"5 
Sheetings ee eee ° coc! —o | ‘60 
2 cloth and domestics - ‘ 13°28 7°86 
Longcloth and shirtings nos 625°46 58121 
Printers ... _ vn oor ‘10 ‘30 
Unspecified... ose oe "65 ‘77 
Total ove oo», 1,29848 | 1,253°79 
White a - | | 
Cha‘tars.. - how ine “et rots | ‘97 
Dhutis, saris and scarves ann = md | wigtends & 79-OL 
Nainsooks of 17451 247°51 
Jaconets, madapollams, ‘mulls, cambrics, twills sand 
muslins eee eos . | 169°77 202°55 
Drills and jeans a 352 6:30 
Sheetings oes 2 — "37 
T. cloth and domestics es +] — ‘OL 
Longcloth and shirtings ‘ vl 75°98 156°L1 
Checks, spots and stripes... — a 5°20 9°98 
Unspecified... see ove see oe] 13°84 30°72 
Total 49497 | 73353 
Coloured, printed or dyed— | 
Chadars.. ae ‘10 
Dhuties, including lungis ' 73°18 16°60 
Saris and scarves aie ee ‘i j 49°40 
Cambrics, including ‘muslins and mulls, twills, 
and jaconets... jane ond 88°66 86°89 
Drills and jeans ose _ ove 642 | 8°74 
Prints and chints ~~ ae hae 191°84 | 200°26 
Shirtings ° 71°12 62°13 
Other sorts 93°53 120 29 
Total 52475 | 544°41 
TURKEY: 


H.M. Consul at Adrianople (Major L. L. R. Samson) has forwarded 
samples of cotton prints of Spanish origin that 
have recently made their appearance in the 
local markets and are finding a ready sale. (The 
Consul is also informed that cheap qualities of 
velvets of Spanish make are being introduced 
into Turkey.) The samples may be inspected by British manu- 
facturers interested on application at the Commercial Intelligence 
Branch of the Board of Trade, 73, Basinghall Street, London, E.C. 


Samples of 
Spanish Cotton 
Prints sold at 

Adrianople. 
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AGRICULTURE. 


UNITED KINGDOM, 


The prices of British corn per quarter of 8 bushels, as received 
from the inspectors and officers of Excise in 
Corn Prices. the week ended the 5th September, 1908, were 
as follows :— 
Wheat ... ed ss ... 308. 10d, 
Barley ... es see oo ao. On 
Oats __... 6s ih ie > wee 
For further particulars see p. 541. 


A statement is published on p. 542, showing the quantities of 
es the various descriptions of agricultural produce 

iit Deaiians imported into the United Kingdom during the 
- ’ week ended the 5th September, 1908, as well 
as of the imports during the corresponding week of 1907. 





NEW ZEALAND. 


With reference to the notice on p. 515 of the ‘‘ Board of Trade 
Journal” of the 4th June, giving the estimated 
Corn Crops. corn crops of New Zealand for the 1907-8 season, 
it may be noted that, according to a return 
published in the ‘“‘ New Zealand Gazette” of the 16th July, the 
actual yields are as follows :—-Wheat, 28°84 bushels per acre; oats, 
38°82 bushels per acre; barley, 82°15 bushels per acre. (Accord- 
ing to a previous return, referred to in the above-mentioned ‘“ Board 
of Trade Journal,” the areas under wheat, oats and barley were 
193,031 acres, 386,890 acres and 36,177 acres respectively.) The 
total yield of wheat is computed at 5,567,139 bushels; the amount 
of wheat and flour returned on hand on 3lst October, 1907, at 
1,641,251 bushels; and the amount of wheat and flour imported 
from lst November, 1907, to 29th February, 1908, at 124,271 
bushels. The amount exported during the same period amounted 
to 4,756 bushels and the consumption, estimated for a population 
of 960,000, at the rate of six bushels per head per annum, to 
1,920,000 bushels, leaving available for all purposes as at 29th 
February, 1908, 5,407,905 bushels. 


RUSSIA. 

The Acting British Consul at St. Petersburg (Mr. C. H. Mackie), 
in his report for the year 1907 (foreign Office, 

orep — mM Annual Series, No. 4,110), states that the 
Russian grain harvest of that year, both 

winter and spring sown, is reported by the Central Statistical 
Committee of the Ministry of the Interior to have been on the 
whole more satisfactory than that of the preceding year, notwith- 
standing some unfavourable conditions of the weather, super- 
abundance of rain in the northern, non-black soil provinces, and 
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scarcity of rain in the southern and south-western provinces. 
The yield of grain during the year was, however, below the 
average of the previous five years by some 3 3,146, 000 tons. 

Wheat and maize produced poor crops, and yielded, the former a 
little more, and the Jatter even less than in 1906. On the other 
hand the rye, speltwheat, barley, buckwheat and millet crops, as 
also peas, lentils and beans, gave more abundant returns than 
those of the previous year. 

The following are the results of the grain crops of 1907 in the 
seventy-two provinces and regions of the Empire, as estimated by 
the Central Statistical Committee and as compared with the year 
1906 :— 











——. | 1906. 1907. 

Rye— Tons. Tons. 
Winter sown sen fie ce ve ai 16,280,000 19,699,209 
Spring ,, he site bes ind nea 398,700 513,000 

Wheat — 

Winter sown 6,291,450 4,343,387 
Spring ,, 7,231,930 9,341, 450 
Speltwheat 74,190 114,350 
Barley ... 6,689,510 7 577,260 
Buckwheat 963,390 1,003,390 
Millet ... 1,622,580 2,260,800 
Maize ... 1,769,860 1,273,220 
Peas 591,450 545,000 
Lentils... 128,550 186,260 
Beans ... 67,100 68,710 
Total aoe pe -- | 42,208,710 46,926,036 








—__—_ 


The crop of oats was a bad one, having yielded only 4,881,290 
tons as against 13,416,130 tons in 1906. 

The yield of the potato crop gave rather better results, and 
amounted to 28,169,370 tons, as compared with 26,623,550 tons 
in the previous year. 








MADAGASCAR. 
The following information regarding certain agricultural pro- 
ducts in Madagascar has been received from H.M. Consul at 
Antananarivo (Mr. T. P. Porter) :— 


“Judging from the number of applications addressed to this 
Consulate (Antananarivo) for price and samples 
of rafia wax, there appears to be an impression 
that its production is a new industry in 
Madagascar. Such is not the case, and it is pointed out that 
orders for this wax cannot be executed as no supply is obtainable. 
An explanation of the circumstances under which rafia wax came 
to be known may perhaps be of commercial interest. When 


Rafia Wax. 
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- MADAGASCAR —centinued. 

collecting and preparing the rafia fibre the natives usually form 
temporary camps in the neighbourhood of a grove of rafia trees. 
All the leaves gathered in the vicinity are brought into these 
camps where, after extraction of the fibre, they are left lying 
about, often in considerable quantities. Towards the end of 1905 
a colonist, while examining these abandoned leaves, discovered 
that when shaken they yielded a white substance which fell off in 
flakes and powder. By boiling this he obtained the wax for 
which so many inquiries are now being made. The natives were, 
at the time of its discovery, induced to prepare about 100 lbs. of 
this wax, which they offered for sale at the market of Marovoay in 
October, 1905. It was sold in small lots at ls. per lb. Beyond 
these sample lots no shipments have been made, nor has the pre- 
paration of the wax been continued, the price of ls. per lb. 
hitherto offered being considered by the natives insufficient to 
recompense them for the time and trouble expended on its prepar- 
ation, a very large number of leaves being required to produce 
even 1 lb. of wax. 


‘‘Owing to the increased production of rice in Madagascar the 
importation of foreign rice has almost entirely 

Rice. ceased, only 75 tons having been brought into 

the country during the year under review. 

The imports and exports of rice during the past four years were as 
follows :— 





ans | 1904. | | | ip aan 





a | | 

Tons. Tons. | Tons. | Tons. 
Imported ... ‘at oe 6,178 4,349 | 2,870 75 
Exported ... poh ree 607 1,516 | 2,317 | 2,204 











‘The export of indiarubber has decreased from 301,518/. in 1906 
to 209,705/. in 1907. While this diminution 
Indiarubber. is due principally to the fall of prices on the 
Kuropean markets, other causes have contri- 
buted to lessen the production. A duty of 2d. per lb. imposed 
since February on all qualities of rubber exported from Madagascar 
so affected the low class rubber found in the west of the island 
that the value of exports from the province of Tulear, in the south- 
west, fell from 46,213/. in 1906 to 24,7541. in 1907, while from 
Majunga, on the west coast, the respective values in 1906 and 
1907 were 76,0711. and 43,984/. In the northern provinces of the 
island plantations of from 700,000 to 800,000 trees have been 
almost entirely abandoned owing partly to the above-mentioned 
causes and also to the impossibility of any longer obtaining labour 
in consequence of the more remunerative employment offered to the 
natives in the recently formed mining camps.” 
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SPAIN. 


The British Vice-Consul for Villagarcia and Carril (Mr. R. Walker) 
has forwarded the following observations on 
agricultural conditions in that district, which, 
Villagarcia and he thinks, may be of some interest to manufac- 
turers of agricultural machinery and farming 

sania implements in the United Kingdom :— 

‘The district generally is very healthful at all seasons of the 
year. Good water for drinking and domestic purposes can be 
obtained in any part of the district at very little depth. The 
country is divided into many beautiful and fertile valleys, refreshed 
by numerous streams of water flowing from the mountain sides. 
Fish in abundance, such as salmon, trout, perch and eels, are found 
in these streams. 


“ The soil generally is of a dark, rich loam ; there are also areas 
containing a large proportion of white and yellow sand which 
renders them better adapted to the cultivation of fruits and 
vegetables. Upon the whole, I do not consider that this country 
can be surpassed in the world for pleasant and profitable farming. 
The lands are.so rich and respond so liberally to little cultivation 
that it has naturally engendered a chronic indisposition to labour 
in the working classes, who, contented with just a sufficiency to 
support them, make no effort to do more. One able-bodied man 
cultivates only three or four acres, and he does this with implements 
of the simplest and most antique pattern; the people generally 
manifest no desire to arouse from their lethargy and change the 
old manner for a better. 


‘7 have visited many farms and found that they still plough 
with the forked limb of a tree, the foot of which has an iron point 
about 10 inches long. This natural plough boasts of but one 
handle and is drawn by a yoke of oxen. It makes a furrow 
four inches deep and five inches wide. In addition to this primi- 
tive plough a short-handled hoe is used in the cultivation of these 
various crops. 


“As comparatively little small grain is raised here, such 
machinery as mowers, threshers, separators, &c., are never seen ; 
on inquiry I am also told that there exists an almost unconquerable 
prejudice against the use of modern machinery and implements, 
but I am convinced that before many years come and go these 
prejudices will give way and that new ideas and a more vigorous 
life will be instituted. An ordinary labouring man is paid for 
farm work about 2s. per day. He is required to work from sun- 
rise to sunset, with two hours at noon for recreation. It requires 
kind but rigid firmness to control the labourers satisfactorily.” 


Agricultural 
Conditions at 
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CHINA. 


With reference to the notices on pp. 442-3 of the “‘ Board of Trade 
Rice Crop at Journal” of 27th August, and pp. 490-91 of 
ecient ink ti that of 3rd September, relating to the rice crops 
ices in certain districts of China, the following in- 
formation (dated 23rd July) has now been 
received from the British Vice-Consul at Hankow (Mr. A. E. 
Eastes) respecting the rice crop in that district and in Hunan, 
whence the greater part of the rice supply at Hankow is obtained. 

The rice crops are usually gathered towards the end of June and 
in October, but at the time of writing the first crop was not yet on 
the market. Owing to the excessive rains and consequent floods, 
the Hupei crop this year has almost everywhere failed. In Hunan, 
on the other hand, where considerably less rain has fallen, the rice 
crop this year should, according to the native dealers, be excep- 
tionally large and good. 

There is very little trade in rice at Hankow, where there are no 
foreign rice firms, nor even large native firms of the nature of the 
Wuhu rice brokers, the trade being confined to a large number of 
smaller shops. The prices of rice on the Hankow market at the 
date of writing ranged as follows:—Best quality white, 10s. 9d. 
per cwt.; medium, 9s. 4d. per cwt.; inferior, 7s. 8d. per cwt. 





MISCELLANEOUS. 
UNITED KINGDOM. 


The number of bales of cotton imported into the United Kingdom 
during the week ended the 3rd September, 

Cotton Statistics. 1908, was 9,671, and the number imported 
during the thirty-six weeks ended the 3rd 

September was 2,315,983 (including 7,941 bales British West 

Indian and 6,238 bales British West African). The number of 

bales exported during the week ended the 8rd September was 

3,691 and during the thirty-six weeks, 312,549. 

For further details see p. 541. 


A return showing the number of bales of cotton imported and 
exported, forwarded from ports to inland towns, and returned to 
ports during the month and eight months ended 31st August, 1908, 
will be found on p. 540. 


A statement showing the number of receiving orders and of 
Bankrupte administration orders under Sec. 125 (Deceased 
Sectdeten’ Debtors’ Estates) of the Act of 1883 gazetted in 
: England and Wales during the month and eight 

months ending 31st August, 1908, will be found on pp. 543-4, 
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BELGIUM. 


H.M. Consul-General at Antwerp (Sir,E. C. Hertslet) is informed 
that an international congress of alimentation 
Tnrernationél will be held at Ghent from the 7th to 9th 
Ali vas November next, which will deal with questions 
mentation. e. heat 
of hygiene as well as with the regulation of 
the trade and industry relating to alimentary products. 





SWITZERLAND. 


With reference to the notice on p. 350 of the “ Board of Trade 
Journal ” of the 13th February last relative to 
the watch-making industry in Switzerland, the 
Board of Trade have received, through the 
Foreign Office, from H.M. Minister at Berne a copy of a report 
published by the Chambers of Commerce of the Canton of Berne 
on the Swiss watch-making industry during 1907. The report 
(which is in French) may be seen at the Commercial Intelligence 


Branch of the Board of Trade, 73, Basinghall Street, E,C. 


Copies of a Report (in French and German) to the Swiss 
Federal Assembly on the operations of the 


Watch-making 
Industry. 


: pa sd .. Spirit Monopoly for the year 1907 have been 
were aan Y received by the Board of Trade, and may be 


seen at the Commercial Intelligence Branch, 
73, Basinghall Street, London, E.C. 





AUSTRIA~HUNGARY:. 


The Board of Trade have received, through the Foreign Office, from 
Titieiisittanls’ the Austro-Hungarian Embassy in London a 
Middle Class copy of the statutes of the second international 
pose Sas Middle Class Congress that is to meet at Vienna 
ates from the 4th to 8th October next. Discussion 
at the Congress will chiefly be centred upon the means of improving 
the productive capacity and commercial equipment of the indus- 
trial and agricultural middle class. 





UNITED STATES OF AMERICA. 


The Acting British Consul-General at Chicago (Mr. T. Erskine) 
Meat Curing b has forwarded an extract from the ‘ National 
ang °Y Provisioner,” from which it appears that a pro- 
Blectricity. cess of curing meat by electricity has been 
perfected which has proved successful enough to induce the forma- 
tion of a company to put it on the market. The building of a 
model plant to demonstrate the new process was recently begun in 
Cleveland. The promoters of the process say that it does not 
change the method of soaking but hastens the penetration of the 
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meat by the salt; bacon, for example, which under the old process 
takes twenty days to cure, can, it is claimed, be cured by the new 
method in two or three days. In addition to saving much time, 
the process is said to be extremely sanitary. 





UNITED STATES OF AMERICA (PHILIPPINE ISLANDS), 


With reference to the notice on p. 662 of the “ Board of Trade 

Weights wnt Journal ” of 25th June last, relative to an Act 

amen providing for the adoption of the metric system 

of weights and measures in the Philippines 

after the Ist January next, the Acting British Consul-General at 

Manila( Mr. H. Horne) has now forwarded a copy of an Act (No. 1,843) 

amending the previous Act in such manner as to authorise the 

continued use of the English system of weights and measures in 
the purchase and sale of manufactured lumber. 





CHINA. 


It appears from a communication received from the British Legation 
at Pekin that, according to such statistics as are 
Coinage. available, the number of coins minted in China 
during 1907 amounted to 2,099,718,273, as 
compared with 3,127,231,724 during 1906. These figures, how- 
ever, can only be regarded as approximate, for returns of the 
coinage at three (out of the twenty-seven) mints in 1996 and at 
one mint in 1907 were not obtainable, while absolute accuracy in the 
figures given for the other mints is by no means assured. During 
1907 several copper mints were closed and the output of others 
was much restricted. 


In 1905, 6,918,128,148 coins were minted, and of these 
6,585,807,981 were 10-cash copper pieces, and in 1906 the latter 
amounted to 2,964,926,348 out of a total coinage of 3,127,231,724 
coins. In 1904, the issue of these 10-cash pieces was considerable 
and this, together with the output in 1905 and 1906, caused serious 
depreciation of the coins, necessitating restrictions being placed on 
the working of the mints in 1907, when of the total coinage of 
2,099,718,273 pieces the number of 10-cash copper coins was 
1,998,225,327. As the restrictions imposed in 1907 proved in- 
sufficient to appreciate to any extent the value of these copper 
coins, an Imperial Decree was issued on the 29th March, 1908, 
suspending their coinage at all the mints for a few months until 
exchange recovered its level. Such is the present position (24th 
July); but it is impossible to predict when the Ministry of Finance 
and Board of Revenue will raise the suspension. 
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STATISTICAL TABLES. 


Cotton Returns. 





Return of the Number of Bales of Cotton Imported and Exported, 
Forwarded from Ports to Inland Towns, and Returned to Ports 
during the Month and Eight Months ended 31st August, 1908, com- 
pared with the corresponding Periods of the Year 1907. 











MONTH OF AUGUST. 


| 
| 





EIGHT MONTHS ENDING 
81st AUGUST, 








| 


| 


| 







































































1908. | 1907. | 1908. | 1907. 
IMPORTS.* 
American pad? CU gi 46,377 24,592 1,693,186 | 2,343,640 
Brazilian ar 281 10,163 15,665 | 165,906 
EastIndian ... «+ 14,155 18,308 100,023 | 156,683 
Egyptian oa ie 17,906 19,228 302,128 | 335,455 
iscellaneous ... sx 14,250 15,226 | 72,8738t | 102,011 
ee oy a 92,969 87,517 2,183,875 | 3,103,725 
EXPORTs.* 
American uses 11,739 5,008 193,631 182,621 
Brazilian et ah 5 471 || 2,158 15,081 
East Indian ... - 4,309 16,743 35,170 48,218 
ptian aah 6,264 5,508 | 69,326 103,i67 
iscellaneous ... ees 266 807. | 8,563 8,611 
Total ... ..| 22,583 28,537 303,848 357,698 
FORWARDED from PoRTs to INLAND Towns. 
American BY. igi 119,376 179,003 1,792,926 2,051,378 
Brazilian ‘ies “i 4,445 12,032 26,604 96,026 
EastIndian ... ... 3,739 5,409 41,698 51,236 
Egyr tian ht 16,483 17,207) || =. 228,951 236,660 
Miscellaneous ... =... | 2,903 4,535 | 30,140 51,230 
re 146,946 218,186 || 2,115,319 2,486,539 
1 
FORWARDED from INLAND Towns to PorRTs. 

American 4. ane 88 5 354i 386 

Brazilian eee - _ _ — | _ 

East Indian... 5 — _ _ | —_— 

Egyptian a ioe - _ _ | ~~ 
iscellaneous ... - —~ - 20 | 179 
Total ... =... | 88 5 ! 374 | 565 











* Cotton “in transit” or “for transhipment under bond,” if described as such in the 
ships’ reports, is not included. 
f Including 243 bales British West Indian and 540 bales British West African. 


” 7; ” 9 ” F) bd ” 1] 
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Cotton Returns—continued. 
Return of the Number of Bales of Cotton Imported and Exported at the 
Various Ports of the United Kingdom during the week and 36 weeks ended 
3rd September, 1908 :—- 





























Week ended | 96 Weeks |! week endea| *6 Weeks 
a b> a 3rd Sept., ae t, 3rd Sept., 
, 1908. : 1908. 
IMPORTS. EXPORTS. 
(Bales.) (Bales.) 
No. No. No. No. 
American | 4,233 1,810,577 6,474 200,652 
Brazilian 2 — 19,046 — 2,258 
East Indian ... | 5,101 100,125 1,097 35,419 
Egyptian ‘ sd ose! 10 310,372 1,067 70,609 
Miscellaneous “ " 327 75,863* 53 3,611 
Total : 1 9,671 2,315,983 8,691 312,549 











* Including 7,941 bales British West Indian and 6,238 bales British West African. 
NoTe.—Cotton “in transit” or “ for transhipment under bond,” if described 
as such in the ships’ reports, is not included in this return. 





Corn Prices. 

Statement showing the Average Price of British Corn, per quarter of 
8 bushels, Imperial Measure,* as received from the Inspectors and Officers of 
Excise in the week ended 5th September, 1908, and corresponding weeks of the 
seven previous years pursuant to the Corn Returns Act, 1882. 





Average Price. 








Wheat. Barley. Oats. 

a: ¢@ eo & a” & 

Week ended 5th September, 1908 __.... | 30 10 25 5 all 
Corresponding week in— 

1901 ... ae exe eae Sea a 6st 24 Ii i i 

1902 ... dhe oie om ine ool. aaa 27. =«=65 19 3 

1903 ... ode nae oge one pas 22 4 17 0 

1904 ... oub oan aoe sea | 380 9O 24 10 16 =6l 

1905 ... bi oss one oes nll’ ee 23 4 15 ll 

1906 ... on we _ _ wt. 2. * 24 9 16 3 

1907 ... Sai pan tee ees oa. = 2 24 2 an | 














* Section 8 of the Corn Returns Act, 1882, provides that where returns of 
purchases of British Corn are made to the local inspector of Corn Returns in any 
other measure than the Imperial bushel or by weight or by a weighed measure that 
officer shall convert such returns into the Imperial bushel, and in the case of weight 
or weighed measure the conversion is to be mace at the rate of sixty Imperial 
pounds for every bushel of wheat, fifty Imperial pounds for every bushel of barley, 
and thirty-nine Imperial pounds for every bushel of oats, 
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Imports of Agricultural Produce into the United Kingdom. 
Account showing the Quantities of certain kinds of Agricultural Produce 
imported into the United Kingdom in the week ended 5th September, 1908, 
, together with the quantities imported in the corresponding week of the 
previous year. 



































Week ended | Correspond- 
manana 5th Sept., | ing Week in 
1908. 1907. 
Animals, living :—- 
Oxen, bulls, cows, and calves eve .-| Number. | 7,785 6,614 
Sheep and lambs’ ove eee eee ese! - 1,196 654 
Swine... eve ove ove ace ove} am | oo _— 
REARS SOI Oa ee a ‘i 756 564 
Fresh meat :— | 
Beef (including refrigerated and frozen) . Cwts. 132,820 | 143,831 
Mutton = - - - | 90,446 | 89,422 
Pork : | i | 10,260 | 9,941 
Salted or preserved meat :— | | 
EE ae eee a | Cwts | 102,661 | 110,210 
Beef ace one nae cee ‘ 770 | 12 
Hams... jen _— ae ia | 25,611 | 27,248 
Pork... us | “ | 5.346 | 6,490 
Meat, unenumerated, fresh ... | - | 13,560 | 11,651 
~ - salted . - | 1,751 | 1,052 
» preserved otherwise than by “salting| ‘a 6,654 | 6,319 
(including tinned and canned) | | 
Dairy produce and substitutes :-— | | 
Butter... ese eee eve eve | COwrts. 79,908 | 71,732 
Margarine sale vale ote a re 15,707 | 15,029 
Cheese... ihe | 56,064 | 56,759 
Milk, fresh, in cans or drums | - — | _ 
» cream OO ae i 102 | 24 
” condensed legen 18,530 | 15,105 
» preserved, other kinds .. ; | _ | 22 | 64 
Eggs BE ge ge a a '@rt.Hundr.| 405,199 366,194 
Poultry _... - abe : | Value £ 3,701 2,369 
Game cS | 2,236 1,423 
Rabbits, dead (fresh and frozen) me Cwts. | 16,046 20,088 
Lard re . i | 25,858 35,418 
Corn, grain, ‘meal, ‘and flour :— 
Wheat ... eee eee ene ow Cwts. |= 1,954,300 1,812,800 
Wheat meal and flour leo. ol i | 164,000 245,000 
Beriey . cc axe eve - ~ eel i | 625,600 661,800. 
Oats Bae aad aa tae re | 146,400 | 122,800 
Peas ose ee eve ove seal i | 6,740 | 12,040 
Beans... ie ae ss me sa “ | 61,950 | 9,370 
Maize or Indian corn ... os in | 1,080,500 | 904,800 
Fruit, raw :— | | 
Apples ... ey Me Owts. 17,234 | 12,702 
Apricots and peaches coe - ; ol 7 25 90 
ae ‘ ; ..| Bunches 165,866 | 157,703 
Cherries .... «+ bi * | Cwts. _ _ 
Currants ... ove ° . ; oo} - 15 | 89 
Gooseberries ee ° --| s 3 — 
Grapes ... «. yo oe eae we 21,397 37,449 
Lemons ... - ine oe +-| se 6,658 3,158 
Oranges . o sce o ° | -. 1,627 428. 
ge ee te a 44,874 45,615 
MMR is gS a, ere 18 815 25,585 
Strawberries... ‘ , “ sal i _ 
Unenumerated ... . - | - 13 799 13,675 
Hay ... sco oe one eet -| Tons B06 1,632 
Straw ove ove ose ° | o 18 1,198 
Moss litter es es adil ‘ 1,106 1,723 
Hops ove oo eee ss -  Owte. 377 386 
aes beans ose ose oan ~_ oo - _ ~ 
Vegetables, raw :— 
ions... coe ove os ee ---| Bushels. 158,281 250,085. 
Potatoes noe ee é par dee Cwts. 33,274 44,316 
Tomatoes coe oe 00 e ese ~ $3,999 20,800 
Unenumerated ... 61. ooo §6=—_ nee} Value £ 3,131 1,850 
"Preserve dried ... ase - one Ate , 964 3,851 
rved by canning ... a ‘ pm 3,484 3,788 
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Bankruptcy.—England and Wales. 





Number of Receiving Orders and Administration Orders under 
Sec. 125 (Deceased Debtors’ Estates) of the Act of 1883 gazetted 
in the undermentioned Principal Trades and Occupations during 
the periods indicated :— 


$$$ — —— --——— ———— ee _a—X—— nn ee Ee = ow . 


| Eight months 
| August. ending 31st 
| | August. 











1907, 


1908, | 1907. | 1908, 
; 





| 
| 
| No. | No. | No. 
7 
| 








Total gazetted... eee eee 288 285 | 2,920 | 2,737 
Number gazetted in principal trades and occupa-. | | 
tions :— | | 
Builders ioe ot ioc ese ev | 13 26 | 208 197 
a ee ee ee eee a 26 | 160 168 
Publicans and hotel keepers, &c. | 18 18 | 151 160 
Farmers and graziers de ‘in at aS oa 14 | 122 112 
Butchers ten nes tea nite des hoi SO 9 | 108 91 
Bakers ion aa ibe eve oe see S | 7 103 73 
Decorators, painters, plumbers, éc.__... eee Y 9 80 74 
Greengrocers, fruiterers,&c. ... oe. ons 6 8 | 67 77 
Coal and coke merchants and dealers ... coe! 7 3 | 56 47 
Boot and shoe manufacturers and dealers ..) 7 4 | 655 61 
Drapers, haberdashers, &c. eee eve sil 9 § | 62 59 
Tailors eos oce ape ene ane eco 6 6 | 650 64 
Fishmongers, poulterers,&c. ..  s.  o 5 4 | 46 41 
Clerks, commercial and general... «. ie 4 41 36 
Confectioners ra Mert ee te: See 2 34 39 
Agents, commission and general | 4 5 34 28 
Bicycle, &c., manufacturers and dealers «| 10 5 34 24 
Jewellers, watchmakers, silversmiths,&c. ...| 2 4 33 33 
Furniture dealersand makers ... = «.. & 6 3 32 24 
' Carriers,carmen, lightermen, and hauliers ves] 2 1 30 85 
Sebecemists, G0 «0 oo: em Acrcit 2 28 18 
Engineers and founders, &c. __... eve oe 3 28 18 
Dairymen, cowkeepers, &c. ee ce beds: come 4 26 24 
Carpenters and joiners... coe ave oon + — 26 15 
GeuneabGealbew iis ee Oo ee eal 3 25 26 
Solicitors... ove coe eve eee = 4 1 25 17 
Directors and promoters of public companies ... ie 2 24 12 
Printers, booksellers,and publishers ... ose} 4 5 24 22 
Ironmongers eee aco ee eee ts | _ 3 23 15 
Merchants, general coe | 3 1 23 22 
i { 











54.4 THE BOARD OF TRADE JOURNAL. 


[Sept. 10, 1908, 


$$$ 








Bankruptcy.—England and Wales—continued. 






































Eight months 

August. ending 31st 
August. 
1908. | 1907. | 1908, | 1907. 
een ot 
No. | No. | No. | No. 
Number gazetted in principal trades and occupa- | 
tions—continued. 
Auctioneers ... eee _ eee eee 3 2 20 28 
Travellers, commercial, &c. 3 4 20 29 
Clothiers, outfitters,@c. .. a 86 I _ 19 10 
Restaurant, coffee and eating-house keepers .. 2 2 19 19 
Cabinet makers and upholsterers 2 _ 19 17 
Corn, flour, seed, hay, and straw me. ‘chants - 

dealers ... ene eve ove oe ee — — 17 26 
Doctors of medicine, physicians,dc, .. « — | 8 17 14 
Blacksmiths, farriers, &c, ove ove 7 1 | 1 17 16 
Architects and surveyors ... occ eee ee 2 _ 17 13 
Wheelwrights ‘et a a ee, > eS 2 16 10 
Stationers ... eee one eve cee - — — 15 13 
Contractors a ee ee 15 12 
Chemists, druggists and chemical eemimens . je 15 19 
a. -. « ws «» ww 8 |. 4 15 12 
Saddlersand harness makers _... os _ | 4 14 14 
Timber merchants ... hee sien um - — | 2 14 8 
Milliners, dressmakers, &c, oo ary beqiog 14 10 
Cattle and pig dealers __... oe cos sie 4 2 14 12 
Lodging-housekeepers ... ose one ee — 2 13 18 
Wine and spirit merchants, d&c.... —... - i 1 13 11 
Officersin Army ... ove ove oe oe 1 _— 12 13 
Brokers, stock and share ... eee ove a 1 — 12 15 
Gardeners, florists,&c, ... - ose és 2 2 12 18 
Schoolmasters and schoolmistresses _.., ee — 1 11 13 
Carriage, &c., builders... és0 ose oo _ 3 11 20 
Provision merchants ou so tte 2 1 11 21 
Millers ace ese one oun ove és 2 — 11 9 
China, glass, and earthenware, &c., dealers .. — — 9 14 
Cab, omnibus and fly proprietors cco - _ 1 9 27 
Hosiers, glovers, &c, eve sec ine - — — 8 10 
Woollen merchants and manufacturers... ‘a Zz — 7 10 
Curriers, tanners, and leather merchants “s — 2 6 7 
Cotton spinnersand manufacturers... _ — 5 _ 
Stone, marble and monumental masons —_ 1 4 11 
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GOVERNMENT PUBLICATIONS, 


TRADE RETURNS OF THE UNITED KINGDOM. 


The Monthly Accounts relating to the Trade and Navigation of 
the United Kingdom for the month of August, 1908, have been 
published. The accounts, which are issued on the 7th or 8th of 
each month, may be purchased ata cost, in the present instance, 
of ls. 4d. per copy, either directly or through any bookseller, from 
Messrs. Wyman & Sons, Fetter Lane, E.C., and 32, Abingdon 
Street, S.W.; or Messrs. Oliver & Boyd, Edinburgh ; or Edward 
Ponsonby, 116, Grafton Street, Dublin. 


Attention is further called to the fact that two volumes of 
the ‘“ Annual Statement of the Trade of the United Kingdom 
with Foreign Countries and British Possessions” for the year 
1907 have been issued, and may be purchased at any of the 
addresses enumerated above at a cost of 5s. 7d. for the first 
volume and 3s. 4d. for the second volume. This publication, 
which contains much more detailed and exhaustive information 
than can be given in the Monthly Accounts, gives in the first 
volume abstract tables for the years 1903-1907, and detailed 
statements of imports and exports of each article (from and to 
each country), and in the second volume details as to Customs 
revenue, transhipments and articles in bond, with particulars of 
the trade of the United Kingdom with each foreign country and 
British possession, and of the trade at each port of the United 
Kingdom. 


BOARD OF TRADE LABOUR GAZETTE. 


The “ Board of Trade Labour Gazette”* is published by the 
Board of Trade on the 16th of each month. The following are 
among the more important articles which appear in the August 
issue :—State of the Labour Market in July; Report of Select 
Committee on Home Work; Wages and Hours of Labour in the 
Metal Trades of Belgium; Employment Registries in Austria in 
1906; Italian Emigration in 1907; and Recent Conciliation Cases. 


FOREIGN OFFICE REPORTS. 


The following is a résumé of some of the more interesting sub- 
jects dealt with in Consular Reports of the Annual Series issued 
since the last number of the “‘ Board of Trade Journal ” :— 


No. 4,075. Annex to the Report for the year 1907 on the Trade and 
Commerce of the Consular District of Santos. 


This annex to the Report noticed on p. 447 of the “ Board of 
Trade Journal” of 27th August consists of a map of the State of 
S. Paulo (Brazil). 





* It can be purchased through any newsagent, price 1d. 
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Government Publications. 





No. 4,106. Trade of the Consular District of Shimonoseki in 1907. 


Notes on principal imports Population. 
and exports. Public works. 
Shipping returns. Sketch map. 


No. 4,109. Finances of Austria-Hungary, 1907-8. 


This Report gives particulars of the estimates for 1908, closed 
accounts of 1906, revenue and expenditure in 1905-6, joint 
finances, the ‘‘ Ausgleich” of 1907, trade between Austria and 
Hungary, foreign trade, banking, &Xc. 


No. 4,110. Foreign Commerce of Russia and Trade of the Consular 
District of St. Petersburg in 1907. 


General commercial condi- Shipbuilding. 
tions. Timber trade and industry. 
Foreign trade and shipping. Crop returns. 
Mining and metallurgical Railway construction. 
industries. Sketch map. 


Reports from Cronstadt, Abo, Archangel, Borga, Lovisa, Narva, 
Nikolaistad, Reval, Tammerfors and Uleaborg are appended. 





OTHER GOVERNMENT PUBLICATIONS. 


Report on the Changes 1 Rates of Wages and Hours of Labour vn 
the United Kingdom in 1907, with Comparative Statistics for 
1898-1906. [Cd. 4255]. Price 9d. 


This volume is the fifteenth of a series of Annual Reports pre- 
sented to Parliament, dealing with the changes in the rates of 
wages and recognised hours of labour of workpeople in the United 
Kingdom for a full week’s work, exclusive of overtime. 

The upward movement in wages which began in the second half 
of 1905 and continued in 1906 was maintained during 1907, and 
at the end of the year wages stood at a higher level than at the 
end of any year since these statistics were first recorded in 1893. 
The total number of workpeople whose rates of wages were changed 
during 1907 exceeded that of any previous year, though the net 
amount of advance fell slightly short of that in 1900. The net 
increase was due to a very large extent to advances in the coal 
mining industry, though important advances also took place in the 
textile group and in the pig-iron and iron and steel trades. The 
changes in rates of wages during 1907 resulted in net advances in 
every group of trades. 


Kast India (Railways). Administration Report on the Railways 
in India for the Calendar Year 1907. [Cd. 4190]. Price 3s. 3d. 
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Commercial Intelligence Branch of the Board of Trade. 


The Intelligence Branch of the Commercial Department of 
the Board of Trade (73, Basinghall Street, London, E.C.) is 
intended to be a centre at which information on all subjects of 
commercial interest shall be collected and classified in a form 
convenient for reference, and at which, so far as the interests of 
British trade permit, replies shall be given to enquiries by traders 
on commercial matters. On application being made to it either 
personally or by letter, the Branch supplies, so far as is possible, 
information with regard to the following subjects, viz. : Commercial 
Statistics ; Matters relating to Foreign and Colonial Tariffs and 
Customs Regulations ; Lists of Firms Abroad engaged in particular 
lines of business in different localities; Foreign and Colonial 
Contracts open to Tender ; Sources of Supply, Prices, &c., of Trade 
Products ; Forms of Certificates of Origin ; Regulations concerning 
Commercial Travellers, &c., &c. 

There is a Sample Room at the offices of the Branch, where, in 
_ addition to samples illustrative of reports of H.M. Consuls or of 
the Correspondents or Special Commissioners of the Board of 
Trade, specimens of special interest that may be received from 
India, the Colonies, &., are exhibited from time to time. 

The Governments of India, Canada and Queensland have 
established, in proximity to the Commercial Intelligence Branch, 
at 73, Basinghall Street, special offices for dealing with trade 
matters (see below). 

The “ Board of Trade Journal” is the principal medium through 
which intelligence collected by the Commercial Intelligence 
Branch, and intended for general information, is conveyed to the 
public. The ‘“‘ Journal” is issued weekly at the price of 3d. All 
applications respecting subscription, or the purchase of single 
copies, should be addressed in London to Messrs. Wyman & Sons, 
Ltd., Fetter Lane, E.C. ; in Edinburgh to Messrs. Oliver & Boyd ; 
and in Dublin to Edward Ponsonby, 116, Grafton Street. Copies 
may also be obtained from Messrs. G. Street & Co., Ltd., 30, 
Cornhill, E.C. 

All communications intended for the Commercial Intelligence 
Branch of the Board of Trade should be addressed to: The 
Director, Commercial Intelligence Branch, Board of Trade, 73, 
Basinghall Street, London, E.C. 





Indian and Colonial Trade Enquiry Offices. 


India.—An India Trade Enquiry Office has been established 
at 73, Basinghall Street, E.C., for the purpose of supplying 
information as to the commercial products, manufactures and 
trades of British India. An India Office official is in daily 
attendance to answer personal or written enquiries. The current 
publications of the Government of India dealing with Indian trade 
statistics, tariff charges, railways, economic products, &c., are kept 
in the office, and can be consulted free: the various Indian 
Directories are also filed. 





948 THE BOARD OF TRADE JOURNAL. [Sept. 10, 1908. 





INDIAN AND COLONIAL TRADE ENQUIRY OFFICES—continued, 

Canada.—The Canadian Government have opened an office at 
73, Basinghall Street, E.C., under the designation of ‘‘ Canadian 
Government City Trade Branch.” A Canadian representative 
attends daily to deal with enquiries and applications regarding 
Canadian import and export trade, and to supply information 
about Canadian matters generally. Personal appointments can be 
arranged when desired. 


Queensland.—The Agent-General for Queensland has opened a 
branch office at 73, Basinghall Street, E.C., where a representative 
attends daily to give information to enquirers regarding trade, 
mining, and all other matters relating to Queensland. Specimens 
of products representative of the pastoral, agricultural, and mining 
industries of Queensland are on view. 

Victoria.—The Government of Victoria (Australia) have an 
extensive and varied collection of products of the State on view 
at the Show Room of their London Offices (142, Queen Victoria 
Street, E.C.). Lists of the Exporters of the State, with their 
Agents in the United Kingdom, and full particulars relating to the 
trade, prospects, &c., of the State, can be obtained upon applica- 
tion to the Agent-General for Victoria, at the above address. 


New South Wales.— With a view to facilitating the acquiring of 
information regarding the State’s products, the New South Wales 
Government have a commercial branch attached to the Agent- 
General’s Department at 123-125, Cannon Street, E.C. A great 
variety of specimens is on view—typical of the mineral, agricul- 
tural and other products ofthe country. Full information concern- 
ing the Colony is given gratis to all applicants. 


South Australia—The Government of South Australia have 
established a Produce Department at the offices of the Agent 
General, Threadneedle House, 28, Bishopsgate Street Within, 
E.C., where specimens of every description of South Australian 
produce are now displayed. ‘This Department will supply, free 
of cost, full information regarding the exports from South 
Australia of all sorts of produce. 


Cape of Good Hope.—The Government of the Cape of Good Hope 
have offices at 98, Victoria Street, S.W., for the purpose of a Com- 
mercial Agency, under the superintendence of the Trades Com- 
missioner, who supplies free information on trade subjects con- 
nected with the Colony, such as agricultural products, industries, 
trade, tariff regulations, commercial statistics, railway rates, &c., &c. 


Natal.—The Government of Natal have established a Commercial 
Agency for that Colony at 26, Victoria Street, S.W., under 
the direction of the Agent-General. The Commercial Agent will 
supply, gratis, information on trade and industrial subjects con- 
nected with the Colony, commercial statistics, tariffs, railway rates, 
shipping freights, &c. Specimens of certain descriptions of Natal 


produce are on view. 














